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In Presbytery^ April SI, 18S1* 

• 

*^Re SOLVED, that the Moderator be requested 
to furnish the Presbytery with a copy of the 
discourse, which he delivered before them yes- 
terday, for the purpose of publication. 

GEORGE JUNKIN, P. Clerk. 
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TO THE 

» 

ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERY 

OF -' 

PHILADELPHIA. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I present you the discourse, a copy 
of Which you requested for publication, with a 
atmfifi of observations on its present forpi. 
filpiK^^ tppics, which before such an audience, 
needed only to be touched in a rapid outline, 
are here more fully treated, for the benefit of 
the public. And an article of ministerial duty, 
which had occujiied a prominent rank in my 
preparation, but which totally escaped me in 
the dehvery, is restored to its place in the pre- 
sent pubhcation. These circumstances have 
caused the work to swell beyond the bounds of 
a sermon; and indeed, partial as I am to dense 
composition, 1 found it impossible to compress 
within such bounds, any thing like a distinct ex- 
hibition of so extensive a subject. 

I am, gentlemen-, 

With affection and respect. 
Your humble servant, 

JAMES GRAY. 

JBalt* June 4, 1821, 
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Matthew xvi. 1—3. "The Pharisees also, with the Saddocees, came, and, 
teiiq»tiiqf, desired him that he woald shew unto them a sign from heaven. He 
answered and said unto them. When it is evening, ye say, it will be fair weather; 
for the sky IB red: and in the morning, it /^/iU be foul weather to-day; for the 
aky is red and lowering. Oh ye hypocrites l" ye can discern the face of the Ay; 
but can ye not discern the signs of the times ?" 

My brethren of this Presbytery do not need to be 
informed of the character of that particular species 
of discourse, one of which they have appointed me to 
preach before them, on the present occasion; but for 
the satisfaction of other auditors, it may be proper to 
mention, that I have been directed by the Presbytery 
at its last meeting, to prepare, and deliver before them 
at this meeting, a discourse of that class, which has 
long been known in universities, and ecclesiastical 
assemblies, by the Latin namfe, Concio ad Clerum; 
which means, in English, a Sermon to the Clergy. I 
may add, that such discourses are not intended for the 
discussion of the common doctrines, duties, and con- 
solations of the christian religion; which are the sub- 
jects proper for a gospel minister to treat, in his or- 
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dinary sermons to christians in general^ or others who 
may attend on his ministrations. The Concio ad 
Clerum^ addresses the ministers of the Gospel them- 
selves^ in their official character; and its object is to 
enlighten^ direct^ command^ and control^ ministerial 
conscience itself, by the word of inspiratipn. 

This audience, therefore, will not think it strange, 
that I should take a range of thought different from 
that, which they are accustomed to witness in the pul- 
pit; the ministers of the gospel who are here, ex- 
pect me to pursue such a course ; and the Presbytery 
has made it my duty, by appointing me to my ptresent 
office. At the same time, I hope, that I shall neither 
be so injudicious, nor so unfortunate, as to say any 
thing entirely detached from the interests, or any thing 
above the comprehension, of the simplest christian 
who hears me. For'^h is the nature of that sacred 
bond, which unites tl|^ church and her officers into 
one body, of which Christ is the head; such is the 
nature of that spiritual vitality, which necessitates 
each member to participate, and sympathise, in all the 
good, and in all the evil, of the other members; that 
every subject involving the duties, difficulties, sorrows 
and consolations, of the church's ministry, must, by 
inevitable necessity, affect the church herself in all 
her members down to the very lowest. 

In meditating on a subject suitable to this occasion, 
(if indeed that can be called meditation which cost me 
but a single thought) it seemed to me that we live in 
an age strongly marked with a peculiar character of 
its own; it is the age of Revolution : for certainly, 
we who are in the meridian of life, or at farthest 
not much beyond it, have never witnessed any things 
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since oup fit^t exercise of moral observation, but one 
sweeping tornado, and whirlwind, of religious and po- 
litical convulsion and revolution; interrupted, and 
scarcely interrupted, by a few short pauses of awful 
stillness, the dreadful note of fresh preparation. That 
the church of God is in a progressive and a rapidly 
advancing, state of revolution; that those things 
which fifty years ago were thought to be fixed on 
immoveable foundations, are at present afloat on the 
wave of public opinion, is visible to even the most 
vacant observer. And let us not cherish too fondly 
the illusion, that those things which we now think 
stable, will long be able to resist that invisible agency, 
which is at present overturning whatever our fathers 
thought fixed and secure. The ground trembles be- 
neath our feet; and the oldest of us may live to be- 
hold revolutions, which the youngest of us has not 
the enthusiasm to conjecture. 

I thought it therefore proper, my brethren, to call 
your attention on the present occasion, to the ab- 
lated state of the church of God. It is in the midst 
of this agitation, that God has cast your lot; it is in 
this convulsed church, that Jesus Christ has placed 
you; it is amidst this disorder and uproar of all 
the elements of moral society, that you are commis- 
sioned to preach the gospel, and to rule well the 
churches over which the Holy Ghost has made you 
overseers. It is in such a state of things, that you 
are to fight the good fight, to keep the faith, to 
finish your course, and to win the crown, which Je^ 
sus Christ, the righteous Judge, will confer on all 
his faithful servants. The passage of scripture which 
I have taken for my text, will furnish a good foun- 
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dation for the structure of practical duties, which I 
mean to attempt erecting. Let o% therefore^ examine 
a little into its meanings and moral bearings. ' 

The Pharisees, with the Sadducees, we are told, 
came to our Lord, professedly seeking evidence of 
his being the promised Messiah. The uni^ of thes^ 
parties is, at first sight, somewhat strange; as they 
were alieilated from each other by all the rancoiir 
and bitterness of religious sectarians^ who are rivals 
for popular esteem and influence. 

The Pharisees were extravagant religionists: sueh 
zealots for the law, that they tythed the very pot- 
herbs in their gardens. The divine law was far too 
narrow for their exalted piety; they add^id to it the 
traditions of the elders, which, however, had the 
common effect of all pretended improvements of re- 
vealed religion, that of rendering the divine law of 
none effect. Austere in their mode of living, they 
fasted, or at least pretended to fast, some of them 
twice a week ; they made long prayers in puldic, and 
even gave alms when they had a sufficient number of 
spectators to praise their charity. They affected a 
dismal countenance, a demure behavior, and a sour ju- 
social demeanour, which constitute the true garb of hy- , 
poerisy ; but, all the while, they were totally regai^^ 
less of truth, mercy, and justice, those weightier 
matters of the law. 

The Sadducees were atheists, gay and dissolute. 
They had, probably without any expense of thought at 
all, achieved the grand discovery, which has ^iogt 
modern philosophers so much pro^uod disq.uisJtioni; 
namely, that there is neither angej, iM>r spirit^ fl^F 
resurrection, nor future state . fiw ,maiu Haiv^ing tiius 
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rediieed their creed to on^ short negative article, they 
reduced their moral law to one short precept, enforced 
by & single motive ; namely this, "let us eat and drink 
for to-morrow we die/' That death is eternal sleeps 
is a doctrine which the present age has not done the 
honour of discovering* 

These two sects were in the nature of things ene- 
' raies to each other; and their hostility was carried 
beyond all bounds, because it was unchecked by any 
moral principle. Yet we find them joining themselves 
together, and making common cause against the Son 
of God, whose pure and heavenly doctrine had ex- 
cited the resentment of all parties. And indeed we 
may remark generally, that as the children of God 
are bound together by the principle of love, which 
moves them to delight in each other's society, and 
prompts them to co-operate in doing good; so, on 
the contrary, the children of Satan> are joined to- 
gether by the principle of hatred to some object of 
their common aversion; and they co-operate, not be- 
cause they love one another, but because they wish 
to augment and multiply the resources of their wrath 
against a common foe. We cannot mistake the nature, 
end^ and object of this temporary union between these 
Pharisees and Sadducees. They obviously intended 
to make thjemselves the representatives of their respec- 
tive sects, and by consequence, the representatives of 
the whole Jewish nation : their first object was to im- 
press the public mind with the opinion, that Jesus had 
not as yet exhibited evidence of his being the promised 
Messiah; and their next object was to take the inves- 
tigation of that question into their own hands, with a 
firm determination never to be satisfied with any evi- 

2 
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dence. In desiring that Jesus should show them a 
sign from heaven^ more is couched that at first meets 
the ear. It obviously conveys an insinuation that 
all the preachings and all the miracles^ of our Lord^ 
must pass for nothing in determining the question of 
his Messiahship. The request also conveys the idea 
that they were honest inquirers after truths which 
they consciously wished to discover, and to follow. In 
fine, their desire, when examined in all its circumstances, 
amounts to a demand for satisfaction ; they seem to say 
no less, than that they are the heads of the two great 
sects into which their nation was divided; that they 
are competent judges of the characteristics of Me^siah^ 
and deeply interested in the subject; that they have 
come forward, waving their party disputes, in order 
to determine a question, unsuitable for vulgar consid- 
eration; they, therefore, prescribe the nature and kind 
of the evidence with which they will be satisfied, and 
virtually refuse to admit any other. They demand 
that he shall show them a sign from heaven. 

This prostration of all candour and fair dealing, pro- 
voked our Lord's indignation, and he replies to them 
in the words of my text: ^^When it is evening, ye say, 
it will be fair weather, for the sky is red: and in the 
morning, it will be foul weather to day, for the sky is 
red and lowering. O ye hypocrites ! ye can discern 
the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs 
of the times?'' By observation they had learned the 
connexion between causes and effects in the natural 
world; so that they could predict the weather^ by 
looking at the colour of the clouds of heaven. If they 
had been equally industrious in searching the Scrip- 
tures, and observing the extraordinary events of their 
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own age; they must have known that the time of Mes- 
siah's appearance had arrived; and that Jesus of Na- 
zareth was every day displaying the very traits of 
character^ which their ancient prophets had assigned^ 
to the promised Messiah. But they were hypocrites; 
they did not wish to have evidence of his character; 
they shut their ears against his doctrine^ for it was too 
scriptural and too pure for their corrupted taste; they 
closed their eyes against his miracles ; and when they 
could not deny the facts^ they ascribed them to the 
agency of the devil* 

The general doctrine which I draw ^om the whole 
passage is this; that it is our duty to know the signs 
of our own times. It is universally admitted^ that 
prophecy is one of the means which God has made 
use of in all ages^ to keep alive in the world a sense 
of his providential government^ and of his grace and 
goodwill to the sons of men. It is also universally 
admitted that there is in the Scriptures a chain of pro- 
phecy^ leading down iFrom the fall of man to the end of 
time ; that every past age has been edified by behold- 
ing the fulfilment of some of these prophecies; and 
that every future age shall derive edification by the 
fulfilment of its own appropriate prophecies. We^ 
therefore^ in our age^ should study the signs of our own 
times^ and compare them with the prophecies of the 
Scripture^ that we may know what is the duty^ and 
what are the prospects of the church of God. This 
is the subject to which I would at present call your 
attention. 

On examining the prophecies we find^ that there is 
an age predicted in which the three following events 
shall occur in rapid succession. 1« The dissolution of 
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the civil govemmeBts of Europe^ or to speak more de- 
finitely the destruction of those civil governments, which 
at present exist within the bounds of the ancient Ro- 
taan Empire. 2. The public abolition of Christianity 
within the same bounds. 3. The general diffusion of 
the gospel over the whole world. We live in the dawn 
of the day when all those things must happen; and 
when we look up to our morning clouds, we see them 
surcharged with portentous prognostications, aad say it 
will be foul weather to-day for the sky is jred and 
lowering. I shall produce a few extracts from the 
prophecies, which foretell the above events ;«and subjoin 
to each, a few of the signs of the times, which show 
that the causes which will produce those events are 
dready in strong operation, and acquiring new force 
every day. To the whole I shall subjoin some obser- 
vations on the peculiar ministerial duties of our age. 

I. The dissolution of the civil governments 
OF Europe. 

I shall quote what relates to this subject from Da- 
niel's famous prophecy concerning the great image 
which appeared to king Nebucadnezzar in a dream. 
After describing the other parts of the image he thus 
speaks of its legs and feet. ^^His legs of iron, his feet 
part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that 
a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet, that were of iron and clay, and 
broke them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, 
the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces to- 
gether, and became like the chaff of the summer thresh- 
ing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them. And the stone that smote 
the image became .a great mountain, and filled the 
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whole carth,^'* I refer you also to his prophecy con- 
cerning the four beasts^ which is found in the. seventh 
chapter. 

It is, I conceive, remote from the design of this dis- 
€<mrse to enter miifutely into the explanation of the 
jprophecies which may be cited, or into any nice cal- 
culations respecting the time of their fulfilment. My 
object is merely to state a general £act; commentators 
and writers upon! the prophecies are agreed' that by 
the feet of iron and clay, divided into ten toes, are 
designated the ten kingdoms which were formed out 
the dismembered Empire of Rome. No point, I be- 
lieve, is better fixed than this. Admitting then, the 
truth of this interpretation; the prophecy foretells in 
the most precise and definite terms, that all these 
governments shall be totally destroyed; that they shall 
become like the chaff of the summer threshing floor, 
that the wind will carry them aWay, and that no place 
shall bie found for them. No language can be plainer. 
The dreadful crash must take place. And when the 
image is smitten on the feet, not only will their iron 
and clay be broken; but. the legs of iron, the belly of 
brass, the breast of silver, and the head of fine gold 
will1)e broken together. From the river Tigris to the 
Atlantic ocean, the judgments of God will fall upon all 
those kingdoms which have oppressed his church, shed 
die blood of his saints, or corrupted his gospel. 
Awful will that day be. Other revolutions were 
nothing to this. It is not a revolution at all, but a 
destruction of all government. All existing institu- 
tions shall be blown away, like chaif before the wind : 

♦nan. ii. 33-^5. 
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never more to be seen or heard of; no place for them 
shall be found. 

I am not concerned^ particularly^ about the instru'- 
ment^ by which all this is to be effected. Yet, as I 
shall discuss a subject in a subsequent part of my 
discourse, which is intimately connected with this, i 
shall niake a few remarks in H&s place. The stone 
hewn out without hands, which smites the image on 
the feet of iron and clay, is, I believe, generally inter^ 
preted to mean the christian religion. I can by no 
means reconcile myself to this interpretation, not 
merely on account of the harshness and incongruity of 
the allegory, but mainly because I think the means 
totally unsuited to the end to be effected. In this 
view, Christianity is to be the immediate cause of 
overturning all governnients, abolishing laws and con- 
stitutions, and dissolving human society. I cannot 
conceive by what mode of operation it could produce 
any of these effects. It never yet has performed any 
thing of this sort. On the contrary, it ever has beetl 
the cement of efvery government which cherished it, 
or tolerated it. The more extensively, the more 
purely, Christianity prevails in any nation, the less 
is that nation in danger of civil war, and revolution. 
The religion which teaches magistrates to rule their 
people with justice and merCy, in the fear of the Lord; 
and which teaches the people, next to the fear of God, 
to cherish obedience to their magistrates; which com- 
mands them to give honour to whom honour is due, 
fear to whom fear is due^ tribute to whom tribute is 
due; which enjoins obedience to civil laws, not mere- 
ly from fear of punishment, but from a conscientious 
regard to the authority of God; that religion whose 
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elemental principles are love, justice, gentleness, good-, 
ness, charity j that religion which teaches the for- 
giveness of injuries, and patient resignation to the 
evils and inconveaiences of the human condition ; that 
religion, I say, is not the instrument of destruction 
to states and empires. It never did, it never will, it 
never can destroy any association of men, for any 
moral worthy purpose. 

The instrument of destruction is a huge, lumpish 
stone, hewn out without hands; a stone to which rule 
or square, or compass, has never been applied; a 
stone untouched by hammer or chissel, unformed and 
unpolished by the hand of any artificer. It is an 
instrument fitted for destruction, and unfit for any 
thing else. And when it has destroyed every thing, 
it swells into a huge shapeless mountain, and fills 
the whole earth which it has desolated; and burdens, 
and prases it down by its cumbrous weight. But^ 
though enlarged in its base, and towering to the 
skies, it is still nothing but a stone, a huge mountain 
of s^tone. We hear nothing of its verdure, or of its 
shade : we are told nothing of its pine-dad pinnacles,^ 
of its fruitful vallies, of its tumbling cascades, of its 
vocal groves : its flocks and its herds, its hamlets and 
villages, and happy population, are not hinted at. 
It is nothing, at first, but a shapeless stone ; it be- 
comes nothing, at last, but a huge mountain of stone. 
It breaks all things in pieces, and grows so large 
that the earth groans under the intolerable pressure 
of j^ weight. 

I conceive that this stone is a tremendous atheis- 
tical, immoral tyranny, which shall shortly arise; 
which is to war against the God of all law and order. 
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and d€ineHsh all the social regulations and lawsk 
which it shall find in existence ; and which shall con* 
tinue for some time to press down beneath its weight 
df rock ajid stone^ all true religion^ soelal order and 
happiness. There, is a monstrous fiend of this descrip- 
tion^ which presents itself in various profiles on the 
field of pr^iphecy ; a horrific monster which no com- 
mentator has ever got a glance of, without feeling his 
heart die within him. We shall meet it i^ain when 
we come to hear of the slaying of Christ's witnesses; 
for this I take^to be the fiend, which alone is compe- 
tent to that bloodv work. 

Having thus given you my idea of the meaning of 
this prophecy ; having mentioned the dreadful calam- 
ity which must come, and the means by which it is 
to be effected ; I shall now proceed to examine the 
signs of the times, in order to show, that the stone has 
actually smitten the image on the feet; and that the 
work of destruction is going on before our eyes. I 
need not apologize to my present audience, for enter- 
ing upon a discussion of the present political condition 
of Europe; because they know that th^t portion of 
the globe was for a long time the chief territory of 
the christian Church ; they know that there it was, 
that the Redeemer had pitched his pavilion, and dis- 
played hisv banner of grace, authority, and love ; that 
there it was that the grand apostacy took place; and 
that liot a nation in it but has been drenched with the 
blood of the saints: and, that there it is that the Son 
of God will inflict signal vengeance, on his corrupted 
church, and on the governments which have corruptfed 
her. The only apology which I ought to make, is for 
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the imperfection of the js*«tch which I am to 1^ 

befiMre you, . 

In order to judge of the signs of the timed,|.we must 
go back a' few centuries, for the causes which have pro- 
duced the present disastrous circumstances. WJ^en 
we analyfie the reformation which commenced about 
the begmning of the sixteenth century, we find that 
the spirit which produced it was the spirit of the 
Bible; it was a lofty intellectual spirit, under the 
guidance of faith in the Son of God. At that period 
every intellectual man panted for the Bible, and poured 
out his whole soul upon the sacred page. At that 
time, the idea of the present age was unknown among 
the reformers, namely that the study of the Bible is 
the busiiieas only of clergymen. Rings on their thrones, 
the commanders of fleets and armies, judges on the 
bench, lawyers at the bar, physicians, poets, and 
all literary men were students of the Bible. Had matr 
ters been dlowed to move on in this channel, Europe 
had been regenerated, and the gospel would already 
liave been preached to the ends of the earth. B,ut 
ecclesiastical authority first, and uext the civil power, 
threw an artificial dam across the majectic current 
of human thought, and forced the public .intellect to 
find new channels where it might flow, detached from 
faith. This produced the spirit of the present age. 

The first attempt to resist the spirit of the re- 
formation, was made by the ecclesiastical authority. 
This was a matter of course; and eould the civil 
powers haye been induced to co-operate heartily with 
the ecclesiastical, God only knows what a state of 
society might have been produced. But many sove- 
reigns were politicians .enough^ to. have no objectioii 
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to &ee ecclesiastical tyrannjr curbed and limited* They 
had no objection to see an authority questioned, which 
asisumed the right of laying their kingdoms under an 
interdict, of loosing their subjects from their oath of 
allegiance, and consecrating the murder of kings, into 
a meritorious act of religious dfxty. They were not 
averse to retain the property of their states at home^ 
for public purposes; instead of seeing it annually 
drained away, by all possible methods, in order to 
swell the pomp, and pamper ,the lusts, of priestly do- 
mination. They, therefore, took the church under 
their own protection; determined, it would seem^ that 
if any one tyranized over her, it should be themselves. 
They became the next tyrants as a matter of coarse. 

The idea that religion should be left free and. un- 
shackled, was unknown at the time of the reformatioa. 
The union between church and state effected by Con- 
*^antine, had produced the most extraordinary corrup- 
tion in both. Mankind had entirely lost the idea of 
the nature of civil government and true religion; 
they had lost the use of their understanding on the 
subject of religious establishments. The universal 
idea was, that civil authority should propagate Chris- 
tianity by compulsory means. No prince imagined 
that his subjects had a right to adopt any creed or pro- 
fession of religion without his sanction; hence ecclesi- 
astical formularies were drawn up with the formality of 
civil laws, and established by legislative authority with 
all civil pains, and penalties; thus, under catholic 
governments, the protestant religion \^as proscribed, 
and under protestant governments the catholic religion 
was proscribed; all princes adopting the same false 
maxim of propagating Christianity by force. becara.e 
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tyrants and prosecutors. Europe was stained with 
blood unrighteously shed from one end to the other. 
Even the church itdelf had but very dark and erroneous 
conceptions of the freedom of conscience. No party 
felt the least scruple, when invested with civil power, 
to denounce the religious profession of all other par- 
ties, to prohibit their worship, and persecute them by 
iines^ imprisonment, banishment, and death itself. The 
idea of liberty of conscience was in those days un- 
known ; it crept gradually into the knowledge and ap- 
probation of mankind, by means of the doctrine of to- 
leration; a doctrine which avows the principle of per- 
secution, but proposes to limit its indiscriminate ra- 
vages. Out of that limitation, however, the modern 
doctrine of religious liberty has sprung. 

It does not appear to me, that any government in 
Europe has ever been well disposed to the christian 
reKgion; professedly zealous for its protection and 
promotion, civil rulers have in all their plans and ope- 
rations, betrayed a marked jealousy of the influence of 
that religion ; they have never aimed at any thing else 
than to strip it of its independence, and to model it 
into such a form, as might suit it to become a wheel in 
the general mechanism of their respective governments. 
The civil and ecclesiastical rulers of mankind, have in 
all ages been hostile to civil and ecclesiastical liberty. 
They joined hand in hand to corrupt the reformation 
in thfe sixteenth century; and it is hard to say whether 
they have done more injury in catholic or in protestant' 
countries. With a view of giving a visible and tangi- 
ble body to my ideas, I shall just notice a few historical 
facts. 
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It was taken for granted when the reformation broke 
outy that all kings whose policy led them to remain in 
alUance with the ecclesiastical tyranny of Rome, should 
exert their whote energy to crush and annihilate the 
great schism^ for such was the name then given to that 
which we call the reformation. Mark the consequent- 
ces in Italy and Spain; these nations were, at the eom- 
mencement of the reformation, the most learned, inge- 
nious and polished in Europe; in fact, if we except the 
French, the other countries in Europe were, at that 
period, little better than barbarians. But, by putting^ 
an extinguisher upon the human mind; by prohibiting 
the printing and reading of books, except such as suit- 
ed the puling conceits of the most stupid revie\^ers that 
ever existed ; by banishing all liberty of speech, and of 
consequence all originality of thought ; the rulers of 
these nations have brought them to rank with the very^ 
refuse of the European population. They, no doubt^ 
felicitate themselves on their success in maintaining the 
purity of the faith ; but I believe the world are gener- 
ally coming over to the opinion, that the faith which 
does not enlighten, polish, and elevate man in this 
world, is not likely to be of much importance to him in 
any other world. 

The ne\t country I look to is France. France was 
in fact, the glory of the reformation. In respect to in- 
tellect, leaniing, and refinement, she ranked next to 
Spain and Italy; perhaps we might place the three on 
the same level. They were certainly far ahead of the 
l^st of Europe. In such a soil, every thing that merits 
the name of reformation, will strike its roots deeply, 
and lift up its foliage, fruits, and flowers towards the 
sky. 



^OUTICAL REVOLUTIOKS. Sll 

-qfiantum yertice ad auras 



JEtheriaSt tantum radice in Tartara tendit 

The Fi*ctich Hagonot churches were certtdilly the 
mdst pure of all the reformation. $o far as their saint- 
ed relicts have come down to us^ tliere seems to have 
been a larger portion of heart and soul in them, than 
in any other of the reformed communities. The spirit 
of dogmatism, wrath, faction,! schisin, does not appear 
i^er to have pr^vmled in the reformed church of 
France, to the same degree as in all other ctiurdies. 
This peculiar character I am disposed to attribute to 
the circuffistlmce, that the French reformed church 
was, in a great measurie, left to herself; she was rather 
tolerated than patronised by the civil powers; and^ 
therefore, arose to a pitch of purity, harmony, and dig- 
nity, which never was reached by any church, that 
has-been rieformed by the coarse and polluted hands of 
secular statesmen. 

When Henry the fourth, who had been bred in Ae 
reformed doctrine by his mother the queen of Navarre^ 
exchanged his religion for the throne of France, he 
compounded with his conscience, by securing the 
freedom of the protestant religion to the party which 
he had abandoned, l^ut his descend alnt, Louis the four- 
teenth, a splendid monarch, though a mean politician, 
revoked the edict of Nantz, which he had three times 
sworn to biaintain, and' by a syistem'&f confiscation 
massacre, banishment, and Unpardleled tyranny^ in- 
flicted wounds on the reformed ^church of France from 
which she has liever recovered, aiid from which the 
glory of the French nation has never recovered. 
Tht object of Ms poli(^ wtts to rid himself of a re- 
ligion, which he saw contained within itself the princi- 
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pies of universal reformation. A free unshackled re- 
forming reli^on never was acceptable to monarchs and 
statesmen. It is when they have corrupted the churchy 
and rendered her like themselves unprincipled, dog- 
matical, and intolerant, that they begin to smile upon 
her, and to judge her worthy of patronage. Timeo 
Danaoa .etiam iona ferentea. 

^ The next and last historical event which I shall men- 
tion, is that which has been called the reformation of 
religion in England. I do not know that history pre- 
sents another occurrence of so anomalous a character, 
i^enry the eighth, seems to have been placed on the 
throne of Englahd by the Devil, on purpose to have 
a decisive tyrant in readiness to prevent the reforma- 
tion from penetrating into that island ; a tyrant, un- 
checked by principle, unawed by danger^ and a per- 
fect stranger to those kindly feelings, which in all men 
support the decisions of conscience, and in some, sup- 
ply the want of it. Henry commenced opposition to 
the reformation with all vigour ; being a theologian as 
well as a monarch, he wrote against Luther a book of 
the seven sacraments, for which, he was honoured by 
th^ pope with the far famed titfe, Def£NI)er of the 
Faith. Could this monarch and the pope have agreed 
in their politicks, the reformation cpuld never have 
penetrated into England, and the monarch and states- 
men of that island would, at this day be bidding their, 
beads, and embroidering garments for the vii^n' 
Mary; which it must be confessed, would be quite as 
reputable employment as that which at present engages 
them. Happily for mankind, however, they sometimes 
find security from danger in the conflicting lusts of the 
same tyrant; and still more frequently in the opposii^ 
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pbliticks of different tyrants. Henry wished to di«* 
vorce an aged queen, in order to wed one that was 
younger and fairer; and, according to the maxims of 
the day, applied to the pope for a dispensation to au- 
thorise the proceeding* The pope, though ready 
enough to gratify so able a partizan, was restrained 
from aeting by the emperor of - Oermany. The king,, 
whose passion brooked neither control nor delays 
brought, the question before several universities, bo^ 
native and foreign; and finding, as a monarch might 
expect, their, answers favourable; he proceeded to 
carry his purpose into effect The pope's infaHibHity 
had to be .denied of course; and next his right to inter- 
fere in the government of the church of England.' 
Henry was' too good a politician to rob the pope with- 
out enriching himself. He obtained from his parlia- 
ment an act, proclaiming him the Supreme Head ok 
EABTH of the. church of England. In this memorabfe 
instrument, the parliament grmited hiin power, or ra- 
ther acknowledged his inherent power, ^^to visit and 
repress^ reform, order, correct, restrain, or amend all 
errors, heresies, abuses, offences, contempts and enor^ 
mities, which fell under the, spiritual authority or 
jurisdiction." They also bestowed upon him all the an- 
nates, and tythes of benefices, which had formerly 
been paid to the court of Rome. So far, there was no 
reformation at all: to the extensive authority of a 
British monarch, Henry had added the supremacy 
formerly claimed by the pope: the religious liberty of 
the people had not advanced a step, but rather retro- 
gaded; as it may well be supposed^ that when all 
authority, spiritual and temporal, was lodged in the 
hands of a single man, and that man king Henry the 
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eighth^ tyranny aad oppre89ion vroidd he carried for* 
ward with greater systeov and severity^ thaa could 
have been maiiiliaiiied when it was lodged in differ-^ 
ent haad% mutually checking and eoiitroUing each 
odier^ Henry's i^rst measure was to bi^ak down the 
k^uence. wlueh the pope maintained in England^ by 
means of the numerons religioud establishments. He 
made sweeping work ; he abolished six hundred and 
ftrty-five monasteries^ ninety colleges^ two thonsand 
tftree hundred and seventy four chantries and free 
diapek^ and a hundred ajOid ten hospitals. The world 
nimfer had seen such a reformation before. The spoils 
and pluiider of religion^ learnings and humanity^ be 
divided liberaUy with his nobility^ and the other min^ 
ions of his rapacious tyranny; in order to create a 
getteral national int€;rest in support of his measures* 
As to the refwmation of religion^ he cared nothing about 
it but as a measure of pcdicy^ Supporting himself^ xm 
the one handy by die interested attachmept of those 
*whom he had gorged with the plunder of the churchy he 
sought an additional succour in the zeal and CQ-opera- 
tioB of a rising sect; and encouraged the preaching of 
the r^ormed doctrines among his subjects. That the 
reformation in England was ill-timed and precipitate^ 
appears from the tact^ that the En^ish church could 
not at that day^ produce reformers from among her own 
sons; and archbishop Cranmer^ who was the principal 
instrument in every measure of a meliorating tendency^ 
was obliged to import reformers from the continent 
The king^ who was equally indifferent to the old reli- 
gion and the new^ persecuted with tyrannic impar- 
tiality the professors of both^ whenever they dared to 
interfere with his prerogative; and burped at the ^ame 



9take those wb^ maifntained the pope's supremacy^ and 
those who denied his own. 

That Henry's object was not the reformation of re- 
ligion^ bnt the extension of his royal prerogative, is uni- 
versally acknowledged ; the same were the views of his 
famous daughter, queen Elizabeth, \irho was as dog- 
matical as any who had eter worn the triple crown; 
and who studiously rolled the wheels of reformatiofi 
backwards towards popery. During the turbulent and 
stormy reigns of James aiid Charles the first, the avowed 
object of government was to resist the reformation, and 
to reduce things as nearly as possible to the state of an- 
cient corruption, retaining only the royal supremacy. 
And on the restot*ation of Charles the second, govern- 
ment exerted all its energy, not only to restore the 
offensive doctrines and organization of the popish 
church, but to promote impiety, vice and debauefaery 
among the people. The government thought that 
the reformation had advanced too far in every res* 
pect; and the whole of royal policy and royal powet 
was exerted, to reduce mankind to that state of ignor- 
ance, sevility tind vi«e, which is so favourable to the 
views of those who wish to govern society without any 
exercise of wisdom or virtue. 

I have alluded to these few facts merely to satisfy 
you of the justness of the following assertion ; that the 

0' 

civil powers of Europe, who assumed the character of 

patrons of the reformation, were from the first, and all 

along, its deadly enemies; they encouraged it merely 

as an instrument to break the fetters by which they 

were held in bondage to ecclesiastical domination; 

and in the result, universally usurped to themselves 

the same tyrannical powers, which they had wrested 

4 
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from the pope. They cherished the reformation so far 
as it consisted in rebellion against Rome ; they damp- 
edf persecuted and suppressed i^ so far as it tended to 
diffuse light .and liberty among the people. They had 
penetration enough to see^ that the spirit of the age^ 
which had burst the chains of ecclesiastical bondage^ 
could not consent to remain quiet under the bondage of 
civil tyranny. They, therefore, became the persecu- 
tors of the reformed, and reformii^ churches. The 
civil wars, persecutions, parties, and factions, which 
arose in the countries where the reformation prevailed; 
alienated christians from each o.ther, and left among 
the different sects a spirit of alienation and hostility, 
which prevails to this day. Parties which have wholly 
abandoned the faith of their fathers, continue to cheiv- 
ish their deadly resentment; the family estate has been 
squandered and lost, but the family feud is as fierce as 
ever. 

The spirit of reformation has entirely expired in Eu- 
rope ; or at least, if it is any where found, it barely 
continues to breathe. 

My object in all these remarks, is to call your atten- 
tion to the nature -of the spirit of the reformation; to 
the means by which that spirit was changed, and to the 
attributes of the spirit of the present age. The spirit 
of the reformation displayed a lofty intellect in subor- 
dination to the christian faith ; it was a spirit breathed 
into man by the holy scriptures. The original refor- 
mers were enlightened by the scriptures, and according 
to the measure of their light, were desirous of reducing 
the faith, manners, worship, government and discipline 
of the church to the simple scriptural standard. They 
were for reducing the pope to the rank of a simple 



PQLtTtCAL RBVOLU'tlONS. 27 

^esbyter; they were for lowering down the fathers 
and doctors and^ councils^to the level of mere human 
authority. 

The Bible alone was authority with theto. If thisi 
spirit had been permitted to operate freely and widiout 
restraint^ it is apparent to every reflecting man^ that it 
would first have reformed the churchy and next the 
state; that it would have taught justice^ mercy and 
moderation to kings^ as well as to priests; that it 
would have produced ration^ liberty^ under the full 
restraint of moral law^ and subordination. It is cer- 
tain^ that the pomp and tyranny^ the fellies and the 
mummeries^ the perfidies and oppressions of the crown 
and the mitre^ would have been stripped oif and abol- 
ished ; but the dignity and energy of moral rmk and 
office^ in church and state^ would have been enhanced 
and established for ever. Such a revoluti^y however 
devoutly wished for by a few high and purified spirits^ 
was alarming to secular statesmen and carnal church- 
men; and common hostility united against it the influ^ 
ence of both. 

Kings^ joining with them the principal part of the 
christian priesthood^ and both exerting their utmost 
powers, they cast a mighty dam across the majestic 
current of reformation; arrested its progress; and 
forced it to scoop out for itself new channels. Treating 
I the Bible as an imperfect institute, not. competent to 

serve the church as a rule of faith and manners, they 
sat down* and drafted new politico-religious formula-' 
ries, which all men within their respective dominions, 
were required to believe, under pain of death in this 
world, and damnation in the next. They rummaged all 
the lumber and rubbish of ancient superstition, for rites 
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a94 ceremonies to give chriatiaikity a cover for her 
na^edness^ that she might appear abroad witli decear 
cy ; they stooped to the minutest tilings^ they prescribed 
^BVery thiijig. All men must believe alike^ and worship 
fbl^c ; all men must be^ not the creatures whkh Gbd 
B^de them^ but the monsters which man had deter- 
mined U> make them. No room was left for variety of 
tirfents and education^ no indulgence was granted to 
scrupulous consciences, no toleration to any thing which 
^A iMKt bow^ to the golden images which men, bloated up 
with a vain opinioa of their own divinity, had set up 
for the worship of their fellow mortals. 

If any chose to refuse submission, under {dea of 
conscience towards God, he was treated as an infidel 
and traitor; and when the sophistry of priests failed to 
convince, the logic of kings silenced him for ever. In 
such criss the whole machinery of government was 
putinto operation ; the secret spy watched over the 
altar of domestic devotion; the constable planted him^ 
self in the church to watch the gospel minister; the 
military were on the alert to arrest, the jail door stood 
open night and day to receive its victims, the gibbet 
was never taken down, the fire for the auto iefe^ as if 
f^ as by the hands of vestals, never went out; judges 
were in readiness to condemn; perjury was evidence; 
confession was extorted by torture, silence was guilt 
And thus all protestant nations were, I will not say 
stained, but steeped in blood unrighteously shed< I 
do not condescend to notice the blood shed in actual 
wars; it is a comparatively trifling evil to die on the 
field of battle, where the last beat of the heart, is the 
beat of freedom. 
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Why do I mentiori these things? Why not sulbr 
the veil of oblivion to rest upon scenes so disgraceful to 
our race^ so disgracefid to religion? For this rtasvUf 
and for this reason alone^ my brethren^ do i mention 
them; that Ihey were the causes which have produced 
the tremendous desolating spirk of the age we live 
in. . 

We are suffi^ently acquainted with human nature t» 
know^ that if men are not permitted to worship God 
according to their conscience, they will not wwship 
him at all; we are equally certau^ that when fien are 
ehusing their religion, if life, security, and soeial ho»» 
ours stand on the one side, and degradation, p^^ecju* 
tion and death on the other, few wilt fail to make the 
election, which will secure the enjoyments of tim 
pi^sent world. Besides, we are not unaware of tile 
numerous and powerful means which an establiskedl 
priesthood possess, to bias all minds, and pardcutaily 
Ae youthful mind, towards the religion which si^potto 
and dignifies th^nselves. 

In all tlie nations of Europe, the civil establishment 
of reli^on, bringing with it persecution, in one fonnop 
other, damped the ardour of religious investigation^ 
Men thought they might as well adopt without imjut- 
ry, what they foresaw tiiey would be compelled to 
adopt at any rate. They, no doujbt, were fully ae^ 
quainted with the casuistry which teaches, that if a re- 
ligion be in itself right, the adoption of it cannot tiie' 
wrong; but if the religion should be wrong, since we 
must embrace it at last, it will be less criminal to do so^ 
in a state of ignorance, than after inquiry into its 
errors, shall have rendered its adoption an act of wilful 
guilt The bulk of mankind, therefore, gave upreli- 
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gious ioquiry^ professed the religion of their ccuntry^ 
and turned their thoughts towards other and safer io-' 
vestigations. 

Knowledge is sweet to the mind^ as Solomon tells us ; 
and the human intellect once aroused into activity^ 
can never consent to slumber ; it will^ it must, have 
action. Hemmed in one direction, it will force its way 
in some other. With Bacon, it exclaims, aut viam in* 
wniam autfadaniy I will find the road, or make one. 
The intellect of^ Europe, repulsed from religious in- 
quiry, poured itself all abroad in every other direc*' 
tion. Military science, navigation, anatomy, physiol^ 
ogy, astronomy, botany, geology, chemistry; all the 
arts, all the sciences; politics and metaphysics; all the 
subjects of natural knowledge, have felt the supremacy^ 
and subduing power, of the intellect of man, housed, 
though it be in a frail tabernacle of clay. How prodi- 
gioi» is the science of this age ! And yet how little of 
religion is in it! There is hardly a sprinkling of sacri- 
ficial salt left, to entitle our science to be laid on the 
altar, as an- oiFering to the God who stamped his own 
image on this intellectual being. Elven among clergy^ 
men, a large portion of those, who are distinguished 
by superior genius and erudition, • are contending for 
the laurels of secular honour, on the field of secular 
science; while they suffer themselves to remain pro- 
foundly and contemptibly ignorant of the religion re- 
vealed in their Bible. They know every thing, but 
that which they ought to know; and are defective in 
nothing but their own professional duties* 

Were I to personify the spirit of this age, I would 
say, that it is a highly intellectual spirit, destitute dt 
moral attributes. An intelligence which grasps aU^ 
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languages; and which will be satisfied with notMng 
less than the knowledge of all that is in the heavens^ 
and all that is on earthy and all that is in the bowels of 
the earth; but of the God who made the heavens and 
the earthy it knows little^ nor is it much disposed to 
toil itself in such inquiries. It is a spirit equally indif- • 
ferent to religion and to irreligion ; it associates wiUi 
either^ and always producers great results. Of the 
causes which have led it into the walks of politicks and 
government^ I do not intend to say any thing at pre- 
sent; • but as I am now treating of the present politi- 
cal state of Europe^ it is proper that I should advert to 
the operations of this spirit in the political department 
of society. 

The first instance in which the spirit of our age dis- 
played its political character, was in the American 
revolution. I have too many topics to touch, to allow 
me to enlarge on any one of them ; and shall content 
myself with merely alluding here to the constitution of 
the United States. That instrument is allowed by all 
to display profound wisdom, great comprehension of 
the rights and duties of mankind; admirable skill in 
the construction of the machinery of government^— *and 
yet there is not a religious idea in it; not so much as 
the recognition of the existence of God. I do not men- 
tion this either for praise or blame, but merely for the 
fact, that the spirit of this age is purely intellectual, 
and has no intimate connection with religion or irreU- 
^on. 

To pass over some minor convulsions in Europe, I 
next notice the French revolution. That event was, 
in a great measure, the work of literary men ; but as 
the principal leaders among them were neither reti- 



3^ POLITICAL RBVOLUTIONS. 

gious nieii> nor yet men indifferent; to religion^ but in* 
veterately hostile to it in every sfaape^ the dpirit of our 
age appear^ anicmg thenl as an atheistical^ iitmoiral^ 
cruel spirit of desolation. It abolished all religion^ 
not with ' contempt, but with rancour; pronounced 
death an « eternal sleep, and engraved the decree on 
sepulchral monuments j altered the times and seasons; 
clmnged the method of computing time by weeks, in 
ofder to aboli^ the Sabbath ; dissolved the marriage 
tie to legalize unbridled passion, and dispensed with 
the duties between children and parents. . It shed hu* 
man blood unnecessarily, wantonly, and without mea- 
sure; its* food Was blood. Not only did it destroy aH 
men of rank and distinction; but to show that it was 
bent on destruction, it took a pride in demolishiag the 
palaces which decorated and adorned the eomitty. It 
desolated all at home, and bursting beyond its bounda* 
ries, it desolated all the world around it There is a 
trifling incident well worth remark. This demote erect- 
ed its own image as the visible olyjeet of its votaries^ 
warship; and on painter or statuary of antiquity, has 
so accurately exhibited the character of his coufttry^s 
God,^ as this demon exhibited its own living im^e. 
A beautiful female, but destitute of virtue, was set up 

• 

in the capital of the empisre and worsMpped> under the 
name of the goddess of keason. Nevei* was a per- 
s^fication so lively; never was an emblem so exact—* 
reason stripped of all the virtuesy and indtdging all' the 
vices, usurping the name, place, and honour of the 

Almighty. 

My present audience will not suspect me of sayiiq; 
these things out of any disrespect or ill will to the 
French nation; such feelings cannot exist: nor can I 
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be guilty of the partial judgment^ which would charge 
on the whole nation the guilt of a few infuriated mon- 
sters^ who for a time^ stood in the room of its govern- 
ors* But these monsters constituted its actual govern- 
ment; the laws^ the tribunals^ the resources and the 
arras of the nation were in the hands of the atheistical 
bloody portion^ whether composed of many or of few. 
It was^ I conceive, during the reign of atheism, atrocity, 
and destruction in France, that the huge unshapen stone, 
hewn out of the mountain without hands, smote the im* 
age <m the feet, and broke them to pieces. It has not 
yet, indeed, grown up into a ^^at mountain and filled 
the whdie earth. But supposing, that the whole of 
Europe were in a situation, similar to that of France 
during the reign of atheism, would you not say, that 
the image was broken ; and that the stone had grown 
into a mountain, and fflled the whole earth? Now it is 
my opinion, that the whole ef Europe will be brought 
into diat very state; and I think we can visibly dis- 
e^n the acoelerating prioress of the catastrophe. 

Our subj^ot therefore requires, that we should cast 
a ^Unoe at. the prescait condition of Europe. The first 
thing that.catfdies. our eye, is the extraordinary cireum- 
staoce, that God has withdrawn from the governments 
of that part of the world, every thing which is required 
to render a government stable and permanent. The 
sovereigns of Europe are men with scarcely a single ta- 
lent, and not ones|ngle virtue; men despicable, and des- 
pised, not only by their subjects, but even by their flat- 
terers. It may be said, that there is one who stands clear 
of this censure ; allowing this to be so, still it may be ask- 
ed, does not his empire lie beyond the limits of imperial 
lUme ? Yet even, the character of that man is, to me^, 

5 
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gready ambiguous; and for reasons which I imay mexi^ 
tion hereafter, I have no faith in the potentate of the 
north. 

While the sovereigns of Europe, can derive no sta- 
bility to their thrones from the energy of their talents, 
or the veneration of their virtues, they seem, at the 
same time, to be stripped of those extraneous supports, 
which in other ages have propped up feeble and totter- 
ing thrones. Their nobility are either degraded, like 
themselves, in the public estimation, or their aifections 
are greatly and generally alienated. Their armies are 
no safe . reliance, for they are leavened with insubor-^ 
dination and mutiny, and some of them have displayed 
in action the spirit which is common to them all. Neither 
can these monarchs trust to their wealth and resources, 
for their nations are groaning under an insupportable 
load of debt and taxation. Least of all, dare £bey throw r 
themselves on the affection and loyalty of their subjects, 
who despise them for their vices and insignificance^ 
and execrate them as the cause of the general and in- 
tolerable oppressipn. In the ability and adroitness of 
their ministers, only a very small resource for security 
could be found, under the present unpropitious circum- 
stances : besides one is tempted to suspect, thi^ the 
race of great statesmen must be nearly extinct in Eu- 
rope, we so seldom hear the name of such a character 
among them. 

There can be little doubt, that a majority of the in- 
habitants of every country, feel that sort of disposition 
to support government, which springs from the love of 
tranquility, from a desire to secure their present pos- 
sessions and enjoyments,^ rather than risk the conse- 
quences of a revolution. Such meit will support a 
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government which they despise and hate^ so long as it 
keeps firm in its seat; but should it experience the 
slightest shocks numbers of them would change parties. 
Passing this subject by; it is a matter of awful portent 
to the human family^ that Europe contains an immense 
and organized body of the darkest and most desperate 
spirits^ that ever appeared together on earth. By 
whatever name they are called^ Illuminati^ Illuminees^ 
Carbonari^ Radicals ; whatever they may chuse to calF 
themselves, or by whateiver denomination they may be 
stigmatized by others; exist they do^ nor is it in the 
power of human government to detect them, and effec- 
tually put them down. They, are detennined to over- 
turn the present order of things in Europe, and they 
will do it. About the choice of means they have no 
scruple; the means most prompt and most effectual, 
will ivith these men always have the preference. This 
organized insurgency embraces all descriptions of soci- 
ety, from the prince to the beggar. The whole mass 
of profligates and desperadoes belong to it as a matter 
of course. But its great moral force consists in the 
co-operation of a large body of men of letters, of great 
talents and capacity; some, urged on by a morbid 
vanitjT^ to seek eminence and distinction in the fluctua- 
tion and turbulence of a revolution; and others, per- 
haps, honestly thinking it a right and philanthropic 
enterprise, to wring sceptres from the incompetent 
hands which sway them. Already without the fear of 
God, so soon as they shall have been freed from the 
fear of man, they will act; and there is no human force 
at all able to resist them. When all this fearful body 
come into combined operation, such is the force which 
they naturally possess, and such is the agglomerating 
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force which will necessarily attach itself to them^ that 
they will break down and destroy all opposition, axA 
the tragedy of France will become the tri^edy of £u» 
rope; the plot the same, the actors the same, tjie inci- 
dents the same, and the catastrophe precisely the same^ 
The stone which smote the image on the feet^ will theB 
he a great mountain and fill the whole earth*. 

The principal agents in this tremendous cati^trophe^ 
in this awful revolution which will grind them and 
their thrones to powder, are the monarchs of Europe 
themselves. They might have prevented this catas^ 
trophe, and they have accelerated it, and are accelera* 
ting it Their present measures hasten, and will aug- 
ment the calamity. Had they reformed their govern^* 
ments, in proportion as every thing was reforming 
around them^ had, they accommodated the machinery of 
civil rule, to the age on which it was to operate; had, 
they admitted their subjects to every right, which they 
were capable of rightly and profitably using; had they 
assigned to talents and capacity, the functions which 
they confided to the insignificance of rank and title, 
and the assiduity of courtly flattery; had they hus- 
banded their resources, instead of squandering them, 
had they linked themselves to one ajiother, b^ the 
bonds of commerce and friendly intercourse, instead of 
forming double and triple alliances for mutual destruc- 
tion; and had they left religion free to enlighten .the 
public mind, to regulate the public conscience and 
manners, and to exercise its divine censorship equally 
over these who command and those who obey; the 
present state of things could never have existed, nor 
the approaching state of things been so much, as cen* 
jectured. But they have done nothing of all this. 
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At present tbey are most absurdly studying to 
govern this age^ by the maxims of ages long past and 
flmva. The divine right of kings, so long laughed at 
as unworthy of refutation, is reviving xmder the mo- 
dem name of legitimacy. They think that the pomp 
of a coronation will so dazzle the imagination of their 
subjects^ that the unemployed artificers will think them- 
selves in good business, and the hungry suppose them- 
shelves fed. They have revived the old war upon 
teaming. When scholastic bodies, of the first rank^ 
present to their sovereign respectful and dutiful 
addresses, they are answered that his majesty does not 
want learned men, but good subjects. And when in- 
genious and philanthropic men devise modes of instruct 
tion, which would carry the benefits of education into 
the huts and hovels of poverty, the schools are shut by 
a foyal edict, lest knowledge should Corrupt tlte poor^ 
and taint their loyalty. I^orance was once the mother 
of devotion; and now that one would have thought 
hm past the time of life, she has become the mother 
of loyalty. As is tJie mother so is the daughter. Qur 
coosolation is, that like causes, when they operate, 
produce like effSeets. 

What was onee the Catholic League, to put 
down reformation in religion, is now become the Holy 
League, to put down political reformation. Nations 
are told, unceremoniously, that if their monarchs 
please to reform their government, it will be permitted ; 
but if the nations themselves should presume to take 
any part in such measures, neighbouring monarchs 
wSl pour in their armies, and water the soil with the 
blood of its cultivator?. These are the events which 
are passing before our eyes. 
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I have said, that the reformatiaa was arrested^ 
and forced into other ehannels, by the monarchs of 
Europe, who threw across its majestic current a dam^ 
which obstructed it^ natural course. Change but the 
name of religion, for that of politics, and the same 
thing is a doing at this day, by the same clasd of men. 
The Holy League, as it is called, and the late meet« 
ing of sovereigns at Labach, have, for their express 
and avowed object, the resistance of political improve- 
ment in Europe. The confederated monarchs pro- 
claim to the world, that they have bound thetnselves 
by the solemnest ties, to resist political improvements, 
not only in their own dominions, but in the dominions 
of all the surrounding nations. They, indeed, pro- 
mise to effect wonderful improvements themselves, in 
the arts of civil government; as the popes of Rome 
repeatedly promised effectually to reform the Churchy 
provided private reformers were silenced, and the 
body of the people continued in the due subordination 
of passive obedience. These two promises had the 
same origin, and will have the same issue. In both 
instances the object is the same; it is to check the 
general improvement of man, to prevent the illumina: 
tion of the multitude, to promote the reign of ignorance, 
to perpetuate brutal servitude, to withhold the rights 
of mankind, and yet to exact all their services. It i$ 
the war of light with darkness, of ignorance with 
knowledge, of tyranny with the rights of man. 

But this conspiracy of monarchs against God sind 
man, cannot prosper: the means which they are em- 
ploying to destroy the rights and liberties of others, 
are the best contrived instruments for their own des- 
truction, and the utter demolition of their thrones. 



POlilTICAL REVOLUTIONS. 39 

t 

Those enormeus armies^ which they are officiously 
marching into other countries^ in order to destroy con- 
stitutions of government^ peaceably formed by the 
people, and sworn to by their kings, occasion a load 
of expense, which, pressing on the feeble and exhaust- 
ed finances of their own countries, will soon put it 
out of their power to support the expensive military 
establishments, which are necessary to keep their own 
subjects in submission. Their subjects also cannot 
avoid a£(king, how are we interested in these expensive 
military crusades? Why must we be burdened with 
taxes^ paid to rob our neighbours of their rights? 
Why must we be taxed, to compel neighbouring mon>- 
archs to commit perjury, and resume their tyranny? 
It is also within the bounds of possibility, that when 
these armies return home, recruited with the slaves 
whom they have robbed of their li|||prty, they may 
turn their arms against their masters, and overturn 
their thrones in the defence of popular rights; and 
equally possible, that in defence of those masters, they 
may rob their respective nations of all the privileges 
at present remaining with them. History abounds in 
examples of both these kinds of military violence. 

What must be the effect of the present military 
usurpation upon the rights of independent nations, 
on the popular feelings in all the surrolinding nations? 
What nation hereafter making a successful revolution, 
will think of retaining their former sovereign in office? 
Whenever such a revolution shall take place, the 
people will say; what is it to us, whether our late 
sovereign Lord approve, or disapprove, of the con- 
stitution of government which we have framed? What 
security would it afford us, though he should swear 
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to supjiort and maintaiQ what we have accomplished? 
Have we not seen kings handed to their thrones by 
the suffrage and heart felt loyalty of their subjects^ 
yet insidiously using their power to undermine the 
constitution, and to blast the fortunes, and shed the 
blood of the. very men, whose too credulous loyalty 
had been the cause of their elevation? But what 
though our monarch were ever so much attached to 
our liberties and interests; do we not see a coalition 
of sovereigns, banded and sworn not to permit him 
to execute his best purposes? How can we be sure> 
that he will not be forced by them to retract his 
concessions, violate his oath, and on resuming his 
tyranny, plead eompukio% as the justification of his 
atrocities? 

Indeed, revolutionary nations are now taught, that 
when they rec||ice, and circumscribe, the authority 
of their kings, they Should dismiss them for ever; 
if they wish to secure the liberty which they have 
regained, or to preserve tbdir own lives and fortunes. 
But whither shall the unhappy monarch retire? Shall 
he withdraw into a private station in his own counr 
try, to become the centre of perpetual intrigues against 
its liberties? Shall he, by a sentence of ostracism, 
be banished into other countries, to arouse the in- 
dignation of other sovereigns against his own coun- 
try? Indeed mankind will be more indulgent, aad 
less provident, than ever they have been, aod more 
merciful than the men of this age are, if they do not 
find a compendious way to deliver themselves from 
all apprehensions. The monarchs of Europe, by th^ 
present interference in the internal concerns of other 
nations, have whetted the axe against their own order« 
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-llik is not the worst of the evH they have done. 
In teaching nations not to pursue the cause of poli- 
tical reformation, in conjunction and co-operation with 
their established magistracy, they have also taught 
them, that a totai dissolution off the existing govern- 
ments^ is the first step towards reformation. A ra- 
dical revolution, a revolution which shall leave nothing • 
unchanged; which shall dissolve society into its ele- 
ments, which shall bring the high and the low, the' 
rich and the poor, the wise and the unwise; prodi- 
f^^ pfottigates, desperadoes, into action «n equal 
terms^ fbr the organisation of society, is one of the* 
most frightful objects of human contemplation* Stl^ 
a revolution necessarily brings forward the most 
desperate spirits, with the darkest designs. The 
nation has been transformed into a mob, and the most 
fiirious agitator, of c6hse({uence, takes the command. 
To such a state of things, as I conceive, Europe is 
rapidly verging. ' 

The French revolution still comes up to view. Such 
as it was, will the great European revolution be. 
The stone which smote the image on the feet, is 
enlarged into a vast mountain and fills the. whole 
earth; but still it is a stone, and preserves its cha- 
racter and consistency from the first to the last; en- 
larging its dimensions, and augmenting its pressure, 
without any change in its nature. I have, however, 
dilated sufficiently on this head of my discourse. 
Whether I have rightly conjectured the causes which 
divine providence will employ in the approaching 
dissolution of political society, I dare not say. But 
the general event is certain. Daniel assures us that 
the day is coming, when the iron, the clay, the brass, 
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the silver, and the gold, of the great im^^ge^ dhall be 
brQJb^en in pieces, and shall become like the chaff of 
the summer threshing floors, and the wind shall carry 
them away, and there shall be no plaoe found for. 
them; and then the stone which smote the image shall 
become a great mountain and fill the whole earth.^ 
But, what this stone will effect, when it has become 
a great mountain and filled the whole earth, will be 
sepi in the next ,head of my discourse. 

JI. The . SLAYING Of THE WITNESSES. 

» 

I refer you on this subject to the famous prophecy 
of John, recorded in the eleventh chapter of the Book 
of Revelation; I shall quote from the third to the 
eleventh verse inclusive. *^And I will give pow^r unto 
my tw^o witnesses, and they shall prophecy a thousand 
two hundred and three score days, clothed in sackcloth. 
These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth. And if any- 
man w^ill hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouthy 
and devoureth their enemies : and if any man will hurt 
them, he must in this manner be killed. These have 
power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of 
their prophecy : and have power over waters to turn 
them into blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will. And when they shall have fin- 
ished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of 
the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and 
shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead 
bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 
|..ord was crucified. And they of the people and 
kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead 

* Dan. ii. 39. 
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bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their 
dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell 
upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make 
merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because 
these two prophiets tormented them that dwelt on the 
earth. And after three days and an half the spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they stood upon their 
feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them/^ 

I judge it wholly unsuitable to the nature of the pre- 
sent discourse to enter into minute explanations, and 
much more to venture on calculations respecting the 
time of the fulfilment of this prophecy. A few general 
prophetic facts, employed as the basis of moral argu- 
ment, is all that I conceive to lie within my province. 
There may, perhaps, be some phrases in this prophecy 
which cannot be explained, till God shall write the 
comment by the finger of his holy providence; and as 
to thie precise year in which the prophecy shall be ac- 
cpmplishffd, I believe, that no sober minded commenta- 
tor pretends to. be dogmatically certain. But that 
Christ's witinesses shall be slain we know; and we 
know that the time is not far distant. We have, there- 
fore, knowledge sufficient to enable us to ascertain 
what are our duties in this age. I shall content my- 
self with calling youf attention to a few general 
facts. 

1. At the end of the prophetic period of one thou- 
sand two hundred and three score years, during which 
they prophesied in sackcloth, Christ's witnesses are to 
be slain. During all that period they witnessed, with- 
out intermission, though in misery, and degradation, 
and sorrow, clothed in the sackcloth of mourning and 
(».ontrition ; greviously persecuted and oppressed, yet 
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calling down vengeance f^om heaven i^ppn their oppres- 
sors; but now they. are to be slain; a calaipity is to 
come upon them^ which they never endurcid before^ 
since the commencement of the gQspel dispensation. 

2. By the witnesses I understand the public proffps* 
sion of Christianity. They are said to be two witnesses, 
I conceive, because that was the smallest number acjr 
mitted by the Mosaic law to establish important facts; 
and yet it was a sufficient number. So long as the 
gospel is publickly preached, the sacraments adminis- 
tered, and social organization preserved in the church, 
so long Christ's witnesses bear testimony to his grace, 
and truth. The candle is not under a bushel, but on 
the candlestick, so long the city set upon a hill is 
not hid. I cannot conceive how it is possible^ thajt 
Christ's witnesses should be slain, so long as Christian- 
ity maintains the assembling of the saints in public, for 
the preaching of the word, and administration of- the; 
sacraments. While these assemblies exi^, whil^ the^ 
gospel continues to be preached, and. the Lord's deat^ 
is showed forth, surely Christ has his witnesses on^ 
earth; he is not left without a witness before men. 

3. By the slaying of the witnesses, I, of consequence^^ 
understand the public abolition of Christianity \n 
Europe. When the gospel is no longer proclaimed; 
among men, nor the sacred symbols of redemption 
publickly exhibited, the witnesses are slain. It does 
not follow that there will be no saints in Europe in that 
day; for as God in the days of. Elijah had reserved, 
seven thousand men, who had not bowed the knee to, 
Baal ; so will he retain in Europe many seven thou-, 
sands who worship the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
and truth. It is not as men, that they are slain, but as 
witnesses. 
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4. They are ^|ai& by a new aod unheard of eaKnny; 
sueh a one a3 tjiey never encountered before, llie 
^ole foree o{ Jfewiah ii^efity was exerted against 
tbf^m^ but tbey witnessed stillj; tiie mighty powo" of 
imperial. Rome^ the mistress of the worM^ and head* of 
all nations arose against them^ trod them down^ and 
alied their blood Hke water; but they witnessed still. 
The tyranny of papal Rome mopved^earth aAd heH 
against the^^ but they witnessed still. Hitherto these 
i^itn^es were inwortal^ in spite of all th^r foes. 

Btut n^w a new enemy arises^ of more horrible as^ 
pc^t th^n.aiiy that: ever appeared befwe. He arises 
fltii|^ thie very bottom of hdL Add no sooner does this 
n}im3t€irof hell appear^ than the makes war upon the 
sfiint^^.oyercdoies tbem^ and -slays them. Lift; up the 
voice df laikiei9ijUiti6% O dauj^er of . Zio% how are the^ 
mighty fallen $. we had thought them immortal; and lo^ 
ttteyv^itTe sUn! But let tfaie fountain of thy tears flow 
ip^tl^y secret chamhers^.and tiiy wailings be spent in 
t^.cay^ms of tine rocks! . 

,JLejt:us.tum' cmr eyes from the corpses of our bro* 
tbiors^ and -survey the monster that slew them. Is not 
tbinb^ast wMeh^ arose from the bottomless pit^ the very 
same^.as the. huge. stone which smote the image upon ' 
the feett gnmnd si to powder^ and gave the dust to the^ 
w<inds»: Un^uhtedly . they are one- and; the same; 
Here ; then we make another approximataon towards^^ 
the ascertainment of the meaning ; of > the prophetie-^ 
spirit. A monstor shall arise in Europe/ which sh&ll-^ 
overturn aD .go^iseraments^ demolish all ^th^ones^ tear< 
society into pieces^ and^ close the scene^ by "putting th^ ^ 
extinguisher on the lampof christiimity^>abolishnig the ' 
public offices of the gospel over the ^hole of that 
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quarter of the globe. This monster is an atheist. 
This is the true real antichrist, who denieth both the 
Father and the Son. Other antichrists were but the 
types and shadows of this, the true antidhiist. 
Never was there on earth such a fiend, and never will 
there be agskin. 

And here again, the French revolution thursts itself 
forwai'd on our imaginations. The atheistical horrors 
of that revolution were noticed already. Yet that re- 
volution was effected only by the little stone ; but the 
witnesses will be slain by the great stone morihtaia 
which will fill the earth. And as much as a mountain 
of Intone, exceeds a btone which a man can throw With 
his hand; so much will the genera) revolution of Eu- 
rope exceed in atheism, and cruefty, and hav<)c, and 
devastation, and wrath, against God ^lid his Ght4st^ 
the worst things that ever occurred in France. 

The present monarchies in Europe will not slay the 
witnesses. It is not in their power, if they were 
ever so willing; and it would not be their interest/ 
if it were in their power. The goveliiors of Euro^ 
s^em to be sensible of this themselves; And they are 
clinging to the small remains of Christianity that are 
left, as to their sole hope. Oh, had their ancestors 
only permitted the reformation to go forward, till Chris- 
tianity hfid purified herself from all the impositions of 
men, she would, in her progress, have purified their 
thrones from corruption and oppression, and have ren- 
dered them indestructible and immortal. But they 
grasped her in their iron arms, and defiled her, and 
the accursed progeny will be a monster, which Will 
drink it^ father's and its mother's b)ood. 
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The pope of Rome^ ci whom more evil has been 
said than is his due^ will not slay the witnesses. He 
gives witness to Uie Father and the Son^ and main- 
tains a certain public profession of chrbtianity, how- 
ever corrupted it may be« The pope must become an 
atheist^ and deny both the Father and the Son^ before 
he can possibly be the slayer of the witnesses* The 
truth appears to be^ that the pope himself is to be 
overturned by that horrid atheistic monster^ of which 
we have been speaking. His civil and ecclesiastical 
government will perish in the general wreck of all 
the thrones, and all the pulpits in Europe. But I must 
proceed to other subjects. 

0. When the witnesses are slatn^ ^^their dead bo- 
dies shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also 
our Lord was crucified, and they of the people, and 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations, shall see their 
dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suf- 
fer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And th^ 
that dwell in the earth shall rejoice over them, and 
make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt 
on the earth.'' 

I do not undertake to explain this passage, be- 
cause, in truth, I do not pretend exactly to understand 
it. It must wait till that great commentator, time, 
shall have cast light upon it. Two things, however> 
we gather from the passage quoted; namely, that the 
public profession of Christianity shall be suppressed 
for three yeai*s and an half, in all the nations in Eu- 
rope; and that the reigning party, in all the tongues, 
kindreds, and nations, shall exult extremely in their 
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siiooc^s^ alitf 1 ga« on die bodies tif the dead Witnte' 
seswith iasatiaUe eyes; and shall send presents to 
ea£h other> becaiise their eommon dneniy is no lBore« 
Bejtme^ ye athmts^ with all yoar ^ight! Geminenee 
a voluntary jlrcihide, ye infidels of this day, who con- 
sider the Mthfal ministers of the gospel, ^lio reprove 
your sina mid catl you to repentance, as no less than 
yodr tbrmehtors. The day is coming when in Europe^ 
at least, they will torment men no more. The eon- 
science, at that period, will enjoy tranquil repose j a 
sliimher, a long aiMi deep sleep of three years i^nd a 
halt BvA, while conscience sleeps, passion will* be 
awuke; and will riot away in all the lusts of the flesh 
and of the spirit. Who will then thiii of restrain- 
ing any eamal lust, or practising any self-denying 
vktue? Who will thmi abstain from his neighbour's 
pi^operty, or shrink from dipping his hands in his 
brother's bI6od. Thrte y^ars and a half ! What a 
jubilee — what an eternity of heaven upon earth ! But^ 
stiU the wicked man's heaven shall come to an end-; 
the WM^ked mmi's eternity will run out. After all — ^the 
triumphing of the wicked is but' short. Three years 
and a half will* at last come ta an end, and th^ the' 
witnesses shall have a joyful resurrection. 

By what means God will raise the witnesses, and 
invig^ate them with new power, I do not know. I 
caoAot Imt think, however, that it is very possible, 
that in 'these three years and an half, the atheistic 
power, by abolishing all govismment, all law, ^1 mo^ 
ralrestraint, all religion, will have given such' a loose to 
the infuriate passions of men, that through debauchery^ 
rapine, and murder, they will have nearly destroyed 
the whole European population; till arrested by teiror 
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at the tremendous machinery which they have 
put into operation^ but are unable to stop; and trem- 
bling on the very brink of annihilation^ will permit 
Christianity to come forward and save them from utter 
destruction. Something like this must take place. It 
cannot be otherwise. The atheists^ in destroying all 
government, must, of necessity, have nearly destroyed 
each other. During the French revolution, a philoso- 
pher is said to have calculated the average life of a 
citizen at six months. In the approaching European 
revolution, it is not impossible that the average life 
of a citizen will not be three months. The French 
were called off from the butchery of one another, by 
foreign wars; and fewer probably perished abroad by 
the bayonet and the ball, than would have perished at 
home by drowning,, and massacre, and the guillotine. 
Now, when all Europe is turned into one aceldama, 
what havoc must ensue. It is impossible that such a 
state of things should last long. When we consider 
the slaughter which must be made before all the 
governments in Europe are annihilated, and before 
the atheistic power can assume the supremacy, it will 
appear, that in three years and an half, operating 
against each other on their common principle of athe- 
ism, Europe must have become nearly a desert. But 
God only knows his own councils. 

6. At the end of three years and an half the 
spirit of life from God shall enter into the dead bodies 
of the witnesses, and they «hall stand upon their 
feet, and great fear shall fall upon their enemies. 
And they shall hear a voice from heaven, saying unto 
tbem, come up hither; and they shall ascend up to 
heaven in a cloud, and their enemies shall behold 
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them. This is the high allegorical language af pro- 
phecy. The figures are drawn from the resurrection 
of the saints in the last day^ and their ascension 
up into heaven to enjoy the glories of their Lord. 
The scene, however, which John has described is to 
be exhibited on the earth. The death is allegorical, 
the resurrection allegorical, and the ascension into 
heaven allegprical. Their death consisted in the public 
suppression of the christian religion; their resurrection 
will consist in the restoration of christiahity; and 
their ascension into heaven means the superior light, 
purity and glory which the restored church of God 
shall then enjoy. The church of the living God will 
then be heaven itself, in comparison of what went 
before. 

The scriptures abundantly assure us that on the 
church of the restoration, the spirit of God will be 
poured out in such copiousness, as the earth never 
witnessed. Without that spirit nothing can be achieved. 
The inost favourable moral circumstances will never 
reform a church, nor an individual, without the im- 
mediate blessing and agency of th spirit of God. 
Of consequence we must ascribe this last and most 
glorious reformation to him. But circumstances, though 
not efficient causes, are nevertheless the means by 
which the supreme cause effects his purposes. And 
it is apparent that the circumstances in which the 
resuscitated witnesses will find themselves, will be 
highly favourable to tl\e progress of pure and unde- 
filed religion. All those governments whiqh qnce 
secularised the church. and held her in bondage; whioh 
persecuted ' her when she was doing hqr duty, and 
seduced her into evil, ^d then oQly smiled upon her, 
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Wken she withdrew her allegiancie from her Lord^ 
and transferred it to them ; all these governments are 
completely annihilated. The harlotry of church and 
state is dissolved^ and the parties are separated - for 
ever. Equally propitious to pure religion are the 
internal circumstances of the church. All her organ- 
i^atiQii has been broken up; she has been reduced 
to her elements^ and must organize anew. The lambs 
rf Christ will come out of their lurking places, • and 
they will kiiow each other's voice, and run with bleat- 
i^gs towards their great shepherd. There will nei- 
tlier be papist nor protesta.nt, episcopalian, nor pres- 
byterian, nor independent; neither psBdobaptist nor 
antipsBdobaptist ; nor calvinist nor armihian. They 
will know each other only as christians, and will take 
the Bible which their Lord gave ^hem as their only 
rule. There will be more law in those days than 
ever there was, for the law of God will be their only 
rale; there will be more liberty than ever there was, 
for no man will dare to make laws to bind the 
conscience of Christ's servants. They will have united 
faith with charity, and faithfulness with forbearance. 
In that day they will know the meaning of that petition; 
•^forgive us our trespasses as we tomAve those who tres- 
pass . against us.'^ Then the Pri^re of Peace, by the 
gospel of peace, will reign in a peaceful kingdom; 
Melchizedek himself shall then be king in Salem. 
Talia currite sec^la. 

Having thus spoken of the death and resuri*ection 
of the witnesses; I am naturally led to my third head 
of discourse, namely. 
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III. The universal diffusioji of the Gospel 

OVER THE WHOLE EARTH. . . 

That this event succeeds the desolation of society of 
which we have been speakings* we are taught by Da- 
niel and John. Abundant proof of the sanje fact could 
easily be produced from all the prophets of the old and 
new Testaments. But as I do not wish to bewilder 
you with a superfluous mass of quotations; and ^ J. 
have quoted the above named prophets in regard to 
the approaching calamities^ I think that it will suffi* 
ciently serve my purpose^ and your edification, to 
show that both of them represent the universal diffu- 
.aion of the gospel, as the next, scene which is t6 
succeed to the general desolation of society. 

In the same second chapter of Daniel, which I quoted 
in the foregoing |^rt of this discourse, the words 
which succeed to the predicted destruction of the image 
are these : <^And in the days of these kings, shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.''* 
/ In like manner, John, after describing the slaying 
and resurrection^^ the witnesses; represents the 
seventh angel as^lKinding his trumpet, and thus nar- 
rates the conseqtiences. ^^And there were great voices 
in heaven, saying, the kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and 

he shall reign for ever.^'f 

Again I mention, that I do not intend to dip into the 
expounding of prophecy farther than is necessary, to 
ascertain a few grand facts, which are the basis of my 

• Dan. ii. 44. • ReT.xi. 15. 
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ge&eral argument And I think^ that the passages 
produced from Daniel and John sufficiently establish 
the general fact^ that the horrible catastrophe^ of the 
slaying of the witnesses^ will be followed not only by 
their resurrection, and establishment in a glorious 
church upon earth; but also by the universal diffusion 
of Christianity over the whole globe of the.earth* 
The gre^t voices which John heard in heaven ex- 
claimed, ^>the kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever/' 

.. It may be asked, do we behold any incipient mea- 
sures for the fulfilment of this prophecy, brought into 
(operation by the providence of God? I answer, we do; 
we see the most decisive measures and means operating 
mpre and more effectually every day, towards the pro- 
duction of the . consummation so devoutly to be wished. 
I shall touch, them lightly, leaving it to your own 
imaginations to fill up the outline by facts as well 
known to you as to me. 

• 1. Europe is pouring her sons over all the globe, 
and America has engaged in the blessed work; they 
are pouring out their sons over the whole globe, as 
missionaries among the heathen; and although the 
slow effects of their labours, for a while damped and 
almost extinguished hopes, which were too enthusias- 
tic and gratuitous to be at once realised; yet re- 
cent events have shewed, that the good seed has in 
some places taken root, and vegetates, furnishing a 
sufficient promise of a future plentiful harvest. 

2. The sons of the christian church; especially (so 
far as I know entirely) the sons of the European 
church, are scattered over the world, from the poles to 
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tfie equator^ learning ail languages, and translal^g the 
scriptures into all tongues, whether polished or barba- 
rous; no doubt, in order, that when Jesus shall send 
forth his missionaries into all the kingdoms of this 
world, there may be preparation for their reception 
and success. And then the kingdoms of this world 
shall i)ecome the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ. Why is Europe thus preparing a way in the 
wilderness for our Lord, and making his paths 
straight? Perhaps, she knows not herself what ^e is 
doing; I am convinced, that she is doing more than the 
generality of the agents engaged in the work, know or 
intend. 

For more than a century, Christianity has been sta- 
lionary, if not retrogade, in Europe. Partial and loeal 
revivals there have been ; but, taking in the immense 
community of the European nations, there is rather an 
apostacy from ancient attainments, than a> progress in 
reformation. So it appears to me; but I shall be v^tf 
happy to find this opinion erroneous. Europe has 
been doing nothing for the advancement of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom at home; but she has been doing 
prodigies in every other part of the globe. 

My imagination figures to itself the European 
church under the emblem of an aged and feeble matron, 
pointing to her open door, and crying, away, my sons, 
away; brave every danger, endure every hardship; 
but go to the heathen; translate the holy scriptures 
into every tongue, preach the gospel to every creature 
who will hear you. The holy seed must not be lost; 
preserve it at least among the barbarians. Away, 
every one of you who can get away» 

'*I pedes quo te rapiant et auree.** 
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I shall have more thaa victim& enow when God ealli 
for his great sacrifice. This 13 a pleasing tb^ie ; it 
scarcely requires the sanctified sympathies of christi* 
anity^ the conunon ajfectioiis of hmaanity seems suffix 
cient, to melt the heart in the contemplation of such 
scenes. BUt there are awful days approaching to Eu*' 
rope^ and God only knows what portion we may have 
in the calamitous times ourselves. 

3. Another indication^ that the Redeemer is prepar- 
ing the world for a new mid extraordinary revolution^ 
may be drawn from the unparalleled exertions to dif- 
fuse the sacred scriptures over the whole* world. The 
Bible, the Bible itself, the pure text without comment; 
is put into the hands of every human creature, who will 
open his hands to receive the gift. It is not only oifer- 
ed to all, but they are solicited to accept it, it is almost 
forced upon them by every species of moral importu- 
nity. In some instances great fears have been ex- 
pressed, lest by turning the attention of mankind so ex- 
clusively to the sacred scriptures, it might be drawn 
off from other compositions, which are supposed to be 
too sacred and valuable, to be sacrificed to any thing. 
The fear is well founded, I am convinced; and I must 
give those who entertain it full credit for penetra- 
tion; whatever I may think of their philanthrophy in 
regretting the event, or of their wisdom, in attemptipg 
counteraction. And now if those liberal minded, open 
handed christians, who serve God by diffusing his 
word without comment among others; were only to be 
as kind to themselves as they are to their neighbours, 
and to waste less of their time upon human composures, 
and devote more of it to the ^tudy of the sacred vol- 
ume^ I am convinced it would be an offering of a sweet 
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savour unta God, and a source of renovated life and 
vigour to their own souls. 

4. A fourth token for good is descried in the grow- 
ing devotion of gospel ministers to the sacred scriptures 
in the original tongues. Within twenty years, I sup- 
pose that the Hebrew scripttires, and Hebrew scho- 
lars, have increased in this country fifty fold, if not 
a hundred fold. And many preachers of the gospel, 
even in their youth, are growing able expositors of 
the word of God; they delight in the work, and their 
flocks delight to follow them into the green pastures of 
God's most holy law. Nor can they rest satisfied, that 
the mature and aged only should be fed with the 
heavenly food, they are teaching the young to study 
religion in the Bible. If such men will stand by one 

' another, if they will cheer and encourage one another 
and persevere in their work, we shall not long hence 
know what pure and undefiled Christianity is. 

5. I need not stop to descant on the general move- 
ment which is making in society, to diffuse education 
universally, and particularly among those whose situa- 
tion in life renders them at once incapable of paying for 
their instruction, and insensible to its value. A 'most 
horrible opinion has been held, and even propagated 
as doctrine, and that too by ministjsrs of the gospel, and 
by those who have occupied the responsible situation 
of legislators, that learning is not only unnecessary, 
but positively injurious to the poor; that it diverts 
Iheir attention from their proper duties, renders them 
dissatisfied with their condition, and prepares them 
for insurrection against the order, peace and happiness 
of society. The cock-pit, the race-course, the pugil- 
istic ring, the bull*bait, the May-pole, and such scenes 



^ ferocity and de]i)fiHchei7, hai^e betii fupposfed to 
constitute the appropriate relaxation of the poor^ 
^he^e they may^ among their kindred brutes of prin- 
C€!S aiid pohles^ elevated a^ much above the iiecessitj^ 
pf s.e^se and virtue^ as the poor are supposed to be 
reduced below the possibility of their attainment^ for- 
giet for a time^ themselves^ and their God^ and their 
responsibility. What a philosophic age this b! .Cast 
your eyes^ I beseech you^ across the Atlantic; do not 
auffier them to rest oii this delightful land^lest you 
should iff^df that a .part of our papulation are con- 
4emn^d to. i^orance as the only security of their vir- 
tue. It is. indeed written^ T)iou shalt not insult the 
ruler of thy people; but it is also written, Woe unto 
him that c^lleth evil good, and good evil! Judging 
Qf huniian affairs with the ynspphisticated feeling of 
jbumanity 9 cherishing the opinion^ that we ought nevef* 
ffi ^o evil, that good may ensue; nor to calculate upon 
;^e occurrence of contingent evils, so as to paralyse 
jlis in the discharge of present duties, we cannot but 
sqoice at every attempt to promote intellectual cul- 
ture among the lower ranks of society; and our joy 
is much augmented when we find that the chosen in*^ 
dtrument of cultivation is God's Bible; a book which; 
while it cultivates the intellect, regenerates and regu- 
lates the moral pian; and, by fixing the hopes and 
{Wxieties of the heart on a future state of consummate 
happiness, or inexpressible woe, causes the inequalities 
>of condition, the pleasurejs and pains, the honours and 
idishpQpurs of this life, to shrink into nothing. Those 
who are. employed in teaching the pooy to read the 
lioly 8cript:ures9 and in inculcating upon them the 
4efneiital princij^es of piety, virtue, a^^d self-govern-^ 

8 
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ment, stand high in the ranks of useful citizens; they 
are, in their way, whether male or female, actually 
preaching the gospel, and stand' M^er in the estii 
mation of the wise and judicious, and, perhaps, in tKe 
eyes of God himself, than those who strut and dictate 
in the upper seminaries of instruction. 

Having thus noticed the extraordinary movements 
of divine providence, in diffusing translations of th^ 
holy scriptures over all the heathen nations, distri- 
buting them to the poor in christian laiids, and creating 
an inextinguishable thirst for these pure streams of 
the waters of life, among the ministers of the gos- 
pel; having mentioned these circumstances as sure 
indications, that the Redeemer is about to take to 
him his great power, and assume the reign over all 
the kingdoms of this world; there is a questioh which 
1 may mention — where are the ministers of the gospel 
to come from, who are to preach Christ crucified to 
all tHe nations of the earth? It is, indeed, enough 
for us to know, that,* when the time comes, the Son of 
God will easily furnish himself with instruments, But> 
inasmuch as his government is not carried on by de- 
sultory and unconnected miracles, biit by a chain of 
causes and effects, succeeding by regular Jaws, and 
furnishing his servants with the means of rational cal- 
culation; I judge it not irreverent to form a probable 
conjecture, respecting the source from which he will 
supply the heathen with preachers. 

1 conceive then, that when the stone becomes a great 
mountain and fills the whole earth; when the beast 
which ascendeth out of the bottomless pit, shall Have 
made war upon the witnesses and slain them; when 
the public profession of Christianity shall have been 
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put down in Europe; then the christians of that coun- 
try^ and especially the christian min^sters^ will be 
driven away among the heathen to seek an asylum, 
from persecution^ and to repay the hospitality of those 
who receive them into their houses^ with t^e precious 
knowledge of eternal life through Jesus Christ. Such 
has ever been the economy of the Redeemer's kingdom; 
thuS| when Daniel was carried away captive to Baby- 
lo^ his master made him the instrument to convert 
Nebuchadnezzar^ and Cyrus the greats and if my me- 
mory serves me, Darius; thus also, when the disciples 
were persecuted in Jerusalem, they carried the gospel 
through all the land of Judea; and when they were 
banished from Judea, they scattered themselves, or ra- 
ther God scattered them, among the heathen. Where- 
ver they went, they carried the gospel with them, and 
God blessed their labours, till the wilderness blossomed 
as a rose. 

I have no shadow, of doubt that the sons of the Eu- 
ropean church, when they shall be persecuted and 
banished from their native land by the atheistical ty- 
ranny which shall arise, are the very men who are 
to proclaim salvation to the ends of the earth. Indeed 
I cannot conceive where else, than in Europe, the Lord 
Jesus, should find instruments for this work, unless he 
were to create them on • purpose, which we have no 
reason to suppose he will do; nor can I imagine any 
other means, which could induce them to leave their 
country, in sufficient numbers, for the accomplishment 
of so stupendous an enteiprise, except such a severe 
and general persecution as will neither suffer them to^ 
worship God,' nor to live, in the land of their nativity. 
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I must say that the instruments seeih tb ibe to be 
so admirably adapted to the work, that I cannot help 
believing that their master has long been engaged, ilnd 
is engaged at the present time, in purposely training 
and disciplining them for this specific labour. I allude 
to the present state of European literature, particu- 
larly in respect to the department of languages: { 
will not say, that the study of languages is oiitstHping 
the progress of other partis of human knowledge; but 
it is certainly cultivated with unparalleled ardour^ 
and to an unbounded extent. The time was wheii 
Europe winked at any atrocity in the meii who c6Uld 
read and write, and thought it more for the public 
interest to pardon their crimes, than to lose the use 
of their talents. A little smattering of Latin onc6 
constituted a great scholar; but if he added to that 
the lowest elementary knowledge of Greek, he ^a3 
esteemed a prodigy. At present a prime European 
scholar understands not only Latin and Gteek, but 
frequently all the modern languages in Europe; and 
not satisfied with this measure of acqtiisition, tUrns his 
eyes towards the East in quest of fresh literary 
treasure. Hebrew, Arabic, Persic, and the language 
of India and China, have their respective devotees 
among the learned men of Europe. Scholars think 
nothing of the trouble of acquiring a new language, 
which shall open up to them a few prime writers on a 
favourite theme. The Lord Jesus has conferred upon 
Europe the gift of tongues; not by miracle it is true, 
but by the no less efficacioiis, though slower means, 
of studious industry. It is apparent that if Christian- 
ity should be publickly suppressed in Eiirdpe, and 
the learned men of whom I have been speaking scat- 



^i^d ointr ihb ^bM^ they ^H be perfectly qufttified ta 
filddress mankiad ill the tongue in which each was 
borh^ aiid to dls{day to them the unsearchable riches of 
the tedeiliptioti which id in Christ. One corpse is 
prepared to march northward and eastward^ and preach 
the gospel in all the Teutonic dialects: another is 
prepared to traverse North- Africa, Egypt, Arabia, 
and all the countries which uise the Arabic languages; 
olheirs are preparing to undertake Persia, Judea, China, 
and all the dther inhabited countries on earth. And 
wheh the Son of God shall isend these men forth, on 
this great work, we may calculate that it will be with 
an unctioh of his spirit proportioned to the magnitude 
of the enterprise; ah unction which shall exalt and 
sublimate their genius beyond any thing which we cu 
i^onceive, and arouse them to such displays of zeal, 
heroism and hardihood, in the cause of human salvation, 
as shall excel all that our age has livitnessed, or history 
exemplified. 

Wlien these men shall be dispelled over the face of 
ttie e&rth, they will find that their brotfiers have been 
before them, and opetied iheir path to the heathen. 
They will find thebdly scriptures translated into Khe 
languages of the nations which they visit; they will 
fihd the people reading them; and only wiEuting, Hke 
die Ethiopian eun«ch, fdr sdme otie to isfterpret the 
fdeaniiYg to theili, iu ^rder to embrace with joy the 
&ith of Chri^, aiid to be baptised. They will visit the 
tombs of these holy translators; oi* in some instances 
visit th^m in person, bending under the weight of 
years, mh hodlry with time. The Lord will then pour 
out upk>n the hiftiohs a bks^jig wbibh there ihall not 
be room to recdve. The earth shall be filled with the 
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knowledge of the Lord 9s the waters cover the sea. 
A church of a new aspect will arise; a Bible churchy 
of apostolic character; unfettered by the doctrines^ 
Uilcontaminated with the inventions^ unrestrained by 
the political influence of men.. 

Were it not^ that I am afraid to render my picture 
confused and obscure I should show that there is in 
every nation on the earth; a shaking of the existing 
establishments, which will in the issue be favourable 
to the general diffusion and establishmenf of the chris- 
tian religion. But 1 chuse merely to glance at what 
is going forward without the boundaries of the church, 
and to concentrate yotir attention on her internal con- 
dition, as it tends to illustrate the meaning and fulfil- 
ment of the prophecies. 

I suppose that I have been sufficiently diffuse, on 
the present head of my discourse; and shall draw 
towards a conclusion by observing, that I think ,it 
highly probable, that within the space of the thrjee 
years and a half of the reign of the atheistic power, 
and the suspension of public religious worship in Eu- 
rope, the gospel will be preached in all the heathen 
lands; and, that when the slain witnesses shall be 
raised from the dead, and, stand upon their feet, they 
will find, with pleasing surprise, that during the time 
of their suspended miimation, God was quickening 
into life the Gentiles, who had been dead in tres- 
passes and in sins. Then shall that passage of holy 
writ be again applicable to the state of human things. 
^^I say then, have they stumbled, that they should fall? 
God forbid: but rather through their fall, salvation is 
cpme unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jeal- 
ousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the 
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world, and the dimihishitig of them the riches df the 
Gentiles; how much inore their fulness?'^ "For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
wha^t shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead ?'' *<0 the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
\ dom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable arc 
his judgments^ and his ways past finding out!* 

The ingathering of the nations of the earth into 
Christ^s sheepfold, is a wondrous work, and effected by 
wonderful means. So far as we are capable of judg- 
ing, from the light afforded us in the holy scriptures, 
God's judgments inflicted upon one class of mankind, 
always issue in blessings to some other class; and it is ra- 
ther with a vieW to the benefit of the latter, than with a 
View to the punishment of the' former, that God mana- 
# ges his mysterious dispensations. By the infliction of 
partial punishment he vindicates the justice of his 
government; and by converting even that infliction 
into the means of promoting the best and most general 
interests of mankind, he demonstrates, that mercy tri- 
umphs over judgment. When the Jews rejected Chris- 
tianity, that very rejection furnished an occasion of 
sending the gospel immediately abroad into all the 
heathen nations, and of gathering into the church of 
God tribes of men, ten times more numerous than the 
children of IsraeJ ever were. And when these Gen- 
tiles are gathered, then Israel also shall be rememl^er- 
ed, and brought to the knowledge and enjoyment of 
their own Messiah. In like manner, God's judgments 
upon Europe will be the means of diffusing the chris- 
tian faith over all the nations of the earth; and that 
effected, the witnesses are raised from the dead, chris- 

* Rom. XI. 11. 13— 15. 33. 
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tianity |s re^estoblishad in that K^MuUay; thus af the 
GentUe nations are converted unto God. Then the 
Lord will remember hisserrants^ Abrahaoiy Jsaft^j and 
lacob, and their seed for ever j hi? aBgi^r will pass 
away^ his repentings nil} be kindled witbip him, and 
be will call them with a holy callings and reipstet^ 
them in their Iwg suspended privileges. There wil| 
tb^n be one ^hiepb^rd and one sbeepfoldi th^ L^rd . 
will be QW, and Ms name one^ in all the earth- 

Thus hav^e I eQ4eavoured to inquire into *the sigfx^ 
of the tmes^ ui r^pect to the European cbsirchji^d Uf 
compare them with t^e prophecies; and sh^ Jeay^ 
each one of my audience to ponder the inpmentpu9.a\i^T 
|ect at his leisure. 

But^ perhaps^ some one n^y inquire, are there 99 
ni^aiS of the times in the American churches? Here 
God has cast our lot^ here is the scene of our lOjpte^a- 
laons^ where we must act, and suffer, in the service of 
our Redeemer; and it deeply inter^ts us to know^ 
iSie aspects and tendencies af things in the American 
eburch. Brethren, I will admit the importance of your 
inquiry, provided you will admit its difficulties. For^ 
in the ;firat place, nothing is so difficult as to l^now pur- 
selves; and next to that, is the difficulty of knowing 
our country. The old divines are in the habit pf rer 
.j»*esenting the difficulty of self-examination by this 
£gure; "the eye which seies all things can never i^ee 
itself, without some reflecting mirror.'^ There is no 
country of which we are so little capable of judging 
correctly, as of our own. When we attempt to exam- 
ine into the character of our country, we resemble a 
man who goes close up to a picture, in order tp judge 
of its excellence; but from his position, he sees nothing 
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but rough and rude daubings of different colours: placfe 
him at the proper point of distance, the colouring mel- 
lows, and the whole figure stands boldly out from the 
eanvas. In this latter position, he resembles the man 
who studies the character and condition of a distant 
country. When we look to a nation beyond the At- 
lantic, our vision is not distracted by a multitude of 
minute particulars; we catch the general contour and 
outline, and can scarcely err in our general judgment. 
But when we come to judge of our own country, we 
have nothing presented to our eyes but a long bill of 
particulars, without number, order, system, or arrange- 
ment. 

The general impression which every man has of his 
country, is made by an infinity of little things which 
have operated on his feelings, and promoted his happi- 
ness. Hence, the preference which every man gives 
to his native soil. The Arab wonders how men can 
live in countries which do - not produce dates; the 
Laplander pi*6nounces all men wretched who are stran- 
gers to snow and the rein deer; and the Esquimaux 
^ould not consent to live in Paradise without a supply 
of seal oil. It is certainly a great blessing, that men are 
50 easily pleased with themselves, and their situations 

There is an additional reason which baffles our 
judgment respecting our country, and which is not of 
quite so innocent a description, as those which I have 
mentioned above. It is that accursed vanity which will 
not permit a man to judge justly of himself, or of any 
thing with which he is identified. I dare say it will 
be permitted us, to say any thing we please of nations 
situated beyond the Atlantic; but it might 'be danger-r 
•us to deal in domestic criticism. It is 9ot, however, 

9 
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the danget* that deters me^ but the hopelessness of a 
beneficial result. As we canuot charge any of the eviU 
which exist in the American churches, to the tyranny 
dr usurpation of the civil government, it follow^ of 
consequence, that all the evils which may exist ia 
them^ must be charged to their own account; and the 
burden of blam*: must at last devolve upon the shoul* 
ders of their officers. I see no use at present in analy- 
sing the corruptions and defects of the Amerieap 
churches; because I know^ that those things^ which 
I would be inclined to censure most sevei^ely, would^ 
by each church in which they are found, be defended 
as ber excellence and her glory. I shall^ therefore, 
leave the present conditions and prospects of the 
American churches to your ownserious consideration, 
with this simple caution. When you undertake to 
judge of the state and condition of any church, dq not 
commence with the assumption, that her institutions 
are eitlier right or wrong; for in the first case you 
will exhaust your ingenuity, in finding* arguments of 
justification; and in the second case, you will busy 
yourself in inventing reasons to gherish a censorious 
propensity. 

. I shall> therefore, without entering into the Ameri- 
can signs of the times, content myself with breathing 
a sincere prayer, that the American church may 
speedily purify herself in all respects^ and reduce all 
things to the standard of a pure Bible church, (which 
is not the case at preseint in any of her branches) thkt 
she may be prepared to afford a safe asylum to that 
part of the European fugitives, who may chance ta 
take this direction in escaping from the atheistic mona- 
ster who is to arise in Europe. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Tile conclusion of such a discourse^ as the present* 
has for its object the ascertaii^ment of those duties 
which are incumbent on ministers of the gospel^ in times 
ao portentous as those in which we liye. We are the 
i&6re interested in determining our duties at this day^ 
ias th6, present times are manifestly thejntroductioh to 
«n age of unheard and unparalleled apostacies, perse- 
^uticmsy and horrors; an age^ which he who lives to 
see^ both his ears shall tingle* Our duties, moreover, 
have a double aspiect; they look towards ourselves, 
and towards posterity with equal regards. If rightly 
ascertained and discharged, they will not only secure 
to us the consolations of a good conscience in the pre- 
sent life, but also-the approbation of our master in the 
judgment, day, with a great recompense of reward; 
and they will extend down their influence to the suc- 
ceeding age, by meliorating the condition of the chris- 
tian church, and preparing her to sustain the tremens 
dotts ^hobk which phe is destined to experience. But 
if we of the present age should, through false pride 
and ignorant security; through indolence, and aliena-' 
tian from the labours incident to our office; or through 
the love of that species of popularity, which is most 
easily acquired, by flatteiring the age, that if is enlightr 
enedf wise, and virtuous; should we, through these or 
any other inducements, neglect the duties required of 
us as officers in the church of God, in existing circum- 
stances ; ^uch more should we, through ignorance, or 
corrupt policy, attempt to give stability and perma- 
nency to existing abuses, we will leave our memory to 
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the ex/ecration of posterity, and forfeit our reward hk 
the day of retribution. My own views of ministerial 
duty, under existing circumstances, are as follows. 

1.' The first duty which I would mention as iiicum-* 
bent on the ministers of the gospel at all times^ an<d es- 
pecially in times so full of important occurrences^ and 
so pregnant with great events, as the present,' is the 
duty of abounding in ministerial prayer; I say minis* 
terial prayer, and shall explain my meaning. It b the 
cominand of God to all, ^*pray without ceasitig'^— ^ 
'Spraying always with all prayer and supplieaticm.for 
all meny^* ^^watch and pray that ye enter not int© 
temptation;^' "if any man lack wisdom, let him ask it 
of God, whp giveth liberally and upbraideth not;'* 
^<if any man be afflicted let him pray ;'' ^^in all thingg 
make your requests known unto God by prayer an4 
supplication;" *^ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye 
shall find, knock and it shalF be opened unto you;" 
'^whatsoever two or three of you shall agree to ask 
upon earth, it shall be done unto you of my Father." 
Prayer, say the good old divines, is the crying of the 
new born infant. And the experience of the christian 
church in all ages, is, that prayerless persons are grace- 
less persons; that prayerful christians are thriving 
christians; that coldness in prayer is a symptom of an 
uncomfortable christian; restraint in prayer, is the 
symptom of a tempted christian; neglect of prayer, is 
the symptom of a backsliding christian. I mention 
these things respecting the importance of prayer to all 
men and to all christians in general, in order to impress 
your minds, aiy brethren, and my own mind, with the 
unutterable importance of prayer in the system of raan'9 
^alvation^ 



And lliffffii^tfciRgA have I smi^ o^Iy as m introduc- 
lion to th^ importaoicei of, i^inisteHal prayer^ a subject^ 
which tbough I expect it to be known to us Bjl, yet I 
^are not assert, that we all, or indeed any of us^ 
have been duly iinpressed with it. The ministerial 
office is of great extent, and the ministerial personage 
presenls m with endlesis variety of profiles. It is well 
known, thai; we are the instructors of the. church of 
God, that our a^ouths ke^p wisdom^ and that men 
should ssk the law at our lips. It is not disputed, that 
yfe. ^re iu the place of elders, and that lUce fathers 
among tlieir diildren, dur.; word should be received 
>ith revieir^ni^e, until some oqc shall be able to prove 
^bat it is >yr6^.^ . Bujt that view of ministerial duty 
which I meau at present to exhibit, is different from 
all that has been mentioned. Grod has constituted 
ministers of the gospel the official intercessors of his 
churqh, and by consequence, thp official intercessprs of 
the human race. , Even in .the duty of prayer they are 
more than common christians. JS^ot that I would fool* 
ishly insinuate, (for to folly nai, to vanity would the in^ 
sinuation be referable) that ministers are better than 
other men. But the Lord lesus has clothed them witk 
the similitude of his own character. They stand be^ 
tween God and men, like the divine Mediator: turning 
their faces towards men they preach the gospel ; they 
instruct, exhort> reprove, rebuke, threaten, encourage; 
and use every means which God has appointed to ope- 
rate . upon human nature with moralising effect. And 
then tunning their faces toward Jehovah, seated upon 
bis throne of grace, they supplicate him by every ar- 
gument which he has put into their mouths, to have 
merey cipon Jus miserable guilty sons of men,. 
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Let me put' this ehnobling idea of our oftee^ brjrond 
ilie reach^ not only of contradictiony but of doubt. I 
call upon you to contemplate the instance of Moses at 
Mount Sinai, when the Israelites had made their gol- 
den calf, and were worshipping it, that it might con- 
duct them back into Egypt. LeC me quote the passage^ 
for I cannot bear to use my own language in carratiiig 
so sublime a subject. 

^^And the Lcnrd said unto Moses, I have seen this 
people, and, behold, it is a stiff-necked people : Now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may^'wax hot 
against them; and that I may consume them: 
and I will make of thee a great nation. And 
Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lohd^ 
why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, 
which thou hast brought forth out of the land of 
Egypt, with great power, and with a mighty hand? 
Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say. For 
mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the 
mountains, and to consume jthera from the face of the 
earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this 
evil against thy people: Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, thy servaiits, to whom thou swearest by 
fhine own self, and saidst unto them^ I will multiply 
your seed as the stars of heaven ; and all this land 
that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed^ and 
they shall inherit it for ever. And the Lord repented 
of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.^'* 

To those whom I address I need not enter into mi- 
Bute expli^nations; let me give you another qu.otation« 
It is from the murmuring of the spies, who were sent 
out to search the land of Canaan. ^^And the Lord 
said unto Moses, How long will this people prpvoka 

• Kxcxl. xxxii. 9 — 14. 
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me? and how long will it; be ere they befieve me^'ftr 
all the signs wl^ich I have shewed among them? I 
' will smite them with the pestilence^ and disinherit 
them, and will make of thee a greater nation and niigh* 
tier than they. And Moses said unto the Lord^ then 
the Egyptians shall hear it^ (for thou brOughtest up 
this people in thy might from among them,) and they 
will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they 
have heard that thou Lord art among this people! 
that thou Lord art seen face to face;* and that thy 
cloud stahdeth over them ; and that thou goest before 
them, by day-time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pil* 
lar of fire by night Now, if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations, which have heard 
the fame of thee will speak, saying, because the 
Lord was not able to bring this people into the land 
which he.sware unto them, therefore he hath slain 
them in the wilderness. And no>v, I beseech thee, let 
the power of my Lord be great, according as thou 
hast spoken, spying, the Lord is loog-suffering, and of 
great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and 
by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the childrea tinto the third and 
fourth generation* Pardon I beseech thee, the iniquity 
of this peoplfe, according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people from 
Egypt even until now. And the Lord said I have 
pardoned, according to thy word : but as truly as I 
live, all the earth shall be fill^ with the glory of the. 
Lord!^^* 

This, my brethren, is I think enough for the purpose 
of showing that ministers of the gospel are something 

^ •Namb. xiv. 11 — 21. 
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more, than ihe orators of their age— but 1 tnust give ynvt 
a New Testament example (I could give many) of the 
same import. I shall give yoU the example of Paul> 
in his epistle to the Romans, chapter first, ^^For Ood 
is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gos- 
pel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention 
of you always in my prayers; making request, if by 
any means now at length I might have a prosperotd 
journey, by the will of God to come unto you. For 
I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual ^ft, to the end ye may be established.^' 

Ministers of the gospel are intercessors with God on 
behalf of their people. ^^Elias was a man subject to 
like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain; and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six monthsf^ 
And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her fruit.''* Luther was so 
mighty in prayer, that it is said of him quidqUid volutt 
patuitf he could effect by prayer whatever he wished. 
The prayers of John Knox made the government of his 
country tremble. John Walsh, his son-in-law, one of 
the early Scotch reformers, spent ei^t hours a day ia 
prayer. All those ministers of the gospe], who have 
been distinguished for successful labours have been men 
abounding in prayer; not merely remarkable for the 
fervor and efficacy of their public addresses to the 
throne of grace; but also for their regular and habitual 
private intercessions with God for a blessing on their 
labours, and the salvation of mankind. 

Oh that we had all prayed more and studied less; 
had the hours of prayer been increased; and those of 

♦ JnmesT. 17, 18. 
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Study aad pulpit preparation diminished^ it Would^ 
doubtless^ liave been advantageous to the souls of men^ 
and in no measure detrimental to our. own enrichment 
in tfaie mysteries of the gospel. Ood can easily pour 
dovmhis blessings upon the children of mep, and among 
the measm of obtaining them^ none is more efficacious 
than prayer. 

Whether the present age be, in any respect, mort> 
remarkable * than those which have preceded, it is im* 
possible to determine, and not very important to in- 
quire; but itis; of all periods in time, the most momen* 
tous^ to us, for it is, the season of all our operations 
upon eardi; it is the day in which we must work, the 
night Cometh in which no man of us shall be able to 
work^ And when it is considered, how trifling an in- 
Puence any man can exert upon the mighty movements 
oi society at the present time; no farther argument 
will- be necessary to impress us with the duty of inces- 
sant prayer to Jehovah, that he would ^rise in his ma- 
jesty, and make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

2. I conceive that every minister of the gospel 
should study to acquire some general knowledge of the 
mesmingof those prophecies, whose fulfilment is future 
and approaching. I do not mean, that young ministers 
should imn^erse themselves in profound speculations on 
the minute things of prophecy; or in the attempt to 
effect accurate computations of prophetic periods] 
these are studies which I do not think very advanta-^ 
geous at any period of a man's life, but they are totally 
unsuited to young men, | mean to recommend no more 
than a general knowledge of the putlioe of prophecy, 
and the ascertainm^it of the main events which the 
phill^ch is to look for. The grand and prominent facts 
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may be ascertained with snUiciefit exactness for att 
practical purposes, without diverting ministmal studm 
out of their more usual and profitable channels. H is 
to be regretted, that the writers on prophecy siiouM 
have, in so great a measure, defeated their 'owii^^ocNl 
intentions, and impaired the value of their lahottrs, by 
attempting too much. It is not necessary to attempt a 
precise explanation of every circumstance in a& anfbl- 
filled prophecy, nor to calculate the time of its accom^ 
plishment with the precision of an astronomical prob« 
lem; success has never crowned such attempts, and 
indeed, they seem to have originated in false views of 
the nature and ends of prophetic revelation. Wlale 
God affords us a' general sketch of some of the great 
events, which shall interest the future fortunes of his 
church, and has afforded the means of approxisMiting 
pretty nearly to the period of prophetic accom|^h^ 
meht; he has still left so much ^f the veil upon fatwityi 
as to exercise thje faith and patience of the saints, and 
leave every age to regulate its conduct according to 
the revealed law of morals. 

The advantages which I conceive a minister derives 
from a sort of general anticipation of approaching 
events, are such as the following. He ascertains the 
position which be holds in the chain of God^s provi^ 
dence ; he finds the character which the spirit of God 
gives to his age, and casting his eye altematdy from 
the scriptures to the world, and from the world to 
^e scriptures., he judges with reasonable correct* 
ness oa all that he sees. He can judge with tolerably 
accuracy respecting the probable success, or failure, 
of the measures which are adopted for the promotion 
of th<» cause ff cbviatianity. His hopes and hsm^ 
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Srnpeetl^ $ie gieneral welfat*e are Bot entirely Tision- 
aftvy. The lights which flow from prophecy, give him 
«n int^^st in the approaching age, ^^hich he could not 
^Hthcfwise have; and which serves him as a strong stim* 
idant to his duty, that I^,. at least, may not injure his 
Mu^eessors, but if possible bequeath them a blessing. 
And, to say no more, while his hopes and fears are kept 
in. eoiistant a^ivity by his prophetic anticipation of 
wkntB^ his prayers are quickened, and he learns^ in all 
Ihings to liver by the faith in the Son of God. 

3. The third duty which I consider to be impera* 
tivjdly obligatory on every minister .of the gospel in 
titts age, even beyond those of past ages, is to learn to 
inake the scriptures not only the rule, but the instru^ 
Iment of his ^*eaohing, and of all that he s^ys^ and of 
aR that he does. I have of late been so frequently oc- 
cupied in incukatii^ tlus rule of ministerial action, in 
a great variety of ways, that I may perhaps be suspec- 
ted of indulging something of that enthusiasm, which 
is so apt to drive ardent miiids to extravagance, when 
fired with a favorite theme. My own judgment on 
sQch a question, is, certdinlyi not entitled to. claim acq- 
uiescence on the part of other men^ nor would I wish 
any to build either opinion, or resolve, on so sandy a 
feimdation. My judgment however must suffice for 
ny&elf ; and I am in li little danger of surrendering 
it to other me% as of fomng it officiously upon them. 
Biit I voluntarily cherish every feeling, up to the higli- 
est pitch of enthusiasm, which would arm me with for- 
titude and courage, to maintain, in ajnte of all the jn« 
veterate habits and prepossession oi this age, that the 
Bible alone is entitled to enlighten Uie understanding of 
rational man, on the subject of religion; to presmbe 
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his faith^ and to controul his conscietice. I know M^eU 
the ground upon which I stand; and the surmises attd 
censures to which I expose myself^ by advaneing a 
sentiment^ which has not the practical support, of the 
leading parties into which the church of God is at 
present split, and split by adopting the opposite view 
of this subject. 

I will not wage the war, but should it be waged, it 
shall not be managed as a mere defensive war on my 
part. The Bible is the only rule which the Son of 
God. has given to the church; a perfect rule he 
intended it to be, and competent through the blessing 
i}{ his spirit, to produce every good effect which can 
be produced, by a written code of law, in the churches 
which receive and use it with faithfulness. It is the 
Bible alone which ministers of the gospel are commb- 
sioned to preach; they must instruct by Bible-doctrine; 
command by Bible-law; encourage by Bible-promises; 
damp, intimidate, and deter, by Bible-threatenings. 
Woe to them if they preach not the gospel ! Woe to 
them, if they presume to. touch the conscience of God's 
ofispring, and Christ's redeemed, by any other instru- 
ment than the Bible. 

I know the sophistries by which it is maintained, 
that the holy scriptures are qot a sufficient bond of 
unity among the faithful; ar^not a sufficient test of 
orthodoxy; are not a. sufficient means to preserve the 
unity and purity of the church. And I know the 
conclusions which flow from such promises, conclusions 
degrading to the worth of the Bible, and derogatory to 
the glory of its author. Nor am I entirely ignorant of 
those human Bibles, which are supposed to be capable 
of rendering services to the church, in respect to her 
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unity and purity, which God's Bible is hejd incapable 
to render. Neither am I unapprised that those human 
compends of theology, which are represented, as such 
powerful bonds of unity, and harmony, and purity, in 
the church of God; have been the wedges of division^ 
the arena and battle-ground of controversy, the cau86 
of wrath, and strife, and all evil passions, between men; 
who if left to their own unbiassed agency on the field 
4if revealed truth, would have harmonised and co-ope- 
rated as brothers. 

I speak these things, with confidence, to my present 
audience; because every minister in this Presbytery 
knows, that it was not I, who introduced this tremen- 
dous (for so I call it,) theme. It is just six months^ 
since we were called upon by superior authority, to 
decide whether our churches should be ruled by the 
Bible as it is, or by the Bible as it is represented in 
a certain human formulary. You recollect the pow- 
erful sensation excited; and the discussions which 
ensued, of a week's continuance. Then, for the first 
time, did we ascertain our respective views and opin- 
ions. Before that time we were strangers to each 
other^s views — ^but we then discovered, that though 
we had all along been able to operate upon the 
church of God, by the Bible, to our own conscientious 
satisfaction, yet we had been obliged in doing so, to 
modify and set aside certain human authorities, which 
some of our best, most cherished, and wordiy christian 
friends, hold as sacred. My brethren, we must bear 
the consequences. My consolation is, that each man 
in this Presbytery stands on his own bottom. I would 
not have mentioned this subject at all> lest I should 
appear to invite and provoke controverisy, were il 
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mot thiH; I patisider it as the br^htert^ most li6|iefal^ 
and most glomus of flie signs of our times^ that the 
Lord Jesiis is bringing his BtUe into openation amirng 
flien^ in an entirely new stile* i declare^ that^ situated 
as I am^ in the character of a preaeher to God's own 
ministers^ I dare no more suppress the trutii^ that the 
holy scriptures are^ and of right ought to be, 1^ sde 
test of orthodoxy^ and rule of faidi and manners ift 
the church, than I dare on ordinary oceae^ons, to . eenv 
ceal from mankind, that salvation is to he found ^ only 
in the Son of God. It is the more my ^ty to speak 
out, that all the ministers whom I see before me, are 
much younger than myself. My sun has passed its 
meridian, and is declining towards the west ; your sun 
has i^ot yet reached its meridian, and the church may 
reasonably calculate on many years of nseftil iabour 
from you. And what should the church of God think 
of me, what would you yourselves think of me, or triuft 
Could I think of myself, if so circumstanced and situated, 
I were to forbear telling you that which I think, and 
am absolutely certain to be the vevy truth of God, and 
the truth which you of all mankind ought to know, that 
the Bible itself is the sole rule of our faith, the only 
test of orthodoxy, and the best written instrument and 
means of promoting the salvation of mankind. 
* It may be, that there will be persons to tejl you, that 
in adopting these sentiments, you are nothing but my 
misled disciples; when they are no longer abfe to re-^ 
sist the spirit and wisdom with which you speak, they 
wlll^ no doubt, endeavour to humble you, by impeach- 
ing the manly independiince of your character, and in- 
sinuatipg, that you meanly adopted from man, the prin- 
ciples which you found in your Bibles. The only asr, 
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sistMiee lema pve agwiist tiiis ^eeusMiliM^ n iolemnly 
tk» asaert^ that kis untrue. For although I have loag 
been eottvineed^ thai the f»th of the chureh is eorrapt* 
ed^ her unity hroken^ her peace disturbed, her beauty 
marred^ her graces^ virtues, utiHties, impaired and |di» 
BAinished, by human Bibles officiously dirust upon her^ 
instead of €k>d'a Bible; y^ I have kept my opinions, so 
far as I could, to myself; eonseientiously studious not to 
embroil, any father, the already too troubled state of 
Ae church. It was not till we were all hemmed in by 
conscientious difficulty, that any of us spoke out: and 
those who were my juniors spoke before me* 

But brethren, if you should get inte^ any involye* 
ment, by your exclusive attachment to the Bible, or 
should you have to submit to the unjust, but humiliar 
tog m^nuation, of having been led astray by a man 
Mke yourselves; I will compensate that evil as fJEir m 
I can. I will, (if you think proper) take that war 
upon myself, on my own resources; though, fil» the 
Vabii, I should perish in it I pledge myself, in true 
Spartan spirit, that while €»od gives me animal and in* 
tellectual vigour, our women and children shall never 
see the smoke of the enemies' camp in this war. We 
will settle it one way or another on the frontier line. 
In the mem time, pursue your profitable mmistry-^ 
faith-^the Bible-^-the throne of Grace— -and msoAf 
oourage — your watch words. 

There are circumstances in the present age, whtch 
give to this doctrine, at all times important, a new 
edge. No age hitherto, has had so many reasons for 
limiting the doctrine of the pulpit by the strictest rule 
of the Bible; I am very willing to grant, that the Bible 
ought to have been die standard, and the instrument^ 
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qlf preaching in all ages ; but yet I do maintain, that a 
stricter application of that standard^ and a more liberal 
em^pyment of that instrument, are required in the 
present generation, than in any of a^ that have jpre* 
ceded. This is tnily an intellectual age, whatever we 
may think of its morality. Whether it will believe^ 
when a reason for belief is furnished, is rather doubts* 
ful; but without a reason^ ^t will not believe. I would 
not pledge myself, that the men of this generation will 
obey God, but I am very certain they wiU not obey» 
man. Of consequence, the preacher of the gospel 
should entrench himself in the scriptures, should make 
himself mighty in the scriptures^ and should operate on ' 
society by the only instrument which can produce ef- 
fect, the scriptures. 

In some of the ages which have passed away, if a 
preacher had entertained his audience with the fine 
Bpun theories of school divimty, the people would 
have « listened to him with, the most devout attention, 
though they understood not a word that he spoke; and 
with christian humility would have ascribed their want 
of comprehension to their own ignorance.. If the 
' preacher was not mighty in the scriptures, yet an au- 
thority was conceded to his official charaetejT, which 
rendered many obedient to his exhortations. In this 
age the.condition of things is quite changed* . Man- 
kind know something; or, at least, think, that they 
are not quite ignorant; and tjierefore, they insist, that 
their preacher sh^ll convince them that his doctrine is 
true and good ; and before they ob^y his exhortations, 
they insist upon seeing the law which creates this 
obligation. They are, unquestionably, right in all 
these demands; and if the preacher would wish to 
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ptott them^ he muat make himself mighty in the 
scriptures^ and preach according to the Bible. I 
dpeak not 4t present of those who go to sermons^ as 
to an oratorio or concert^ to be' gratified by musical 
tones^ but of those who hear the gospel in order to 
profit by it; and of them I believe the account 
which has been given^ is as correct as general obser- 
vations usually are. 

But^ my brethren^ there is a consideration to urge 
you to preach the Bible to perishing sinners^ which^ 
when I have mentioned it^ will rivet my doctrine upon 
your attention as long as you live. You know^ that 
there is but one age to intervene between our age^ and, 
the glorious revelation of the Son of God to all nations : 
and you know, that while the atheistic age of havoe 
is rapidly coming forward^ the Redeemer is gradually 
organizing, and bringing into operation, the means 
which are to diffuse hb gospel among all nations. 

The angel who has to preach the gospel to all na- 
tions, seems to be at this moment standing at the right 
hand of the Mediatorial throne, with his trumpet in 
hb hand, and his eyes fixed on his master, in breath- 
less expectation to receive the command to fly all 
abroad; his avant courier is away before him, scatter- 
ing the Bible over all the world; and, as he drops each 
eopy, he cries, search the scriptures, the preaching 
angel will be with, you anon; before I shall have fin* 
bhed my mbsion, he will have commenced his. 

In such circumstances, is it not the most disgraceftil 
thing conceivable, a base dereliction of official fidelity^ 
and rank treason against Jesus Christ, for his ministers 
not to study, \nd to know, and t6 preach, the pure doc- 
trine of faith revealed in the Bible! What questions 
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do we soflBBetunes hear! Where did you study divinity? 
In what school? Under what professcQr? What was 
your theological system? Who is your favourite au- 
thor? Empty, insolent interrogatories! The man 
who occupies a pulpit, and does not let his people 
kpow and feel, that the Bible is his system of theology, 
^nd Jesus Christ his master, would do well to examine 
whether there be a seal to his commission. 

4. A fourth duty incumbent upon the present race 
of gospel ministers, is to examine whether the organi- 
zation of their churches be really scriptural. This in- 
quiry is, I conceive, forcing itself -^upon the public 
attention; and there can be little doubt that, though 
it may be evaded for a tin^, it must be met at last. 
All the American churches are> less or more, in a 
state of agitation; occasioned by questions about 
tests of orthodoxy; the rank of church officers, and 
the rights of church memberd; questions respecting 
the independence, and subordination^ of ecclesiastical 
courts; questions whether we ought to hold a strict 
tind reserved communion with christians of our own 
denomination only, or whether we should .extend our 
communion and co-operation to all christians, as God 
furnishes opportunity. These, and similar questions^^ 
are at present troubling many very serious minds, and 
creating agitation in almost every ecclesiastical assem* 
bly. Questions which are moved by the levity of 
speculutists, are seldom of much moment; they may 
make an ephemeral buzz in their day, but they soon 
pass away, and leave the stage open for questions of a 
similar nature, wliich are thought more important^ 
because they are more new. But when disquisitions 
are excited by the collisions of society^ in the practical 



detdOs cyf drdmaiy and neeessary baa^MM^ tiliey wear 
a- mor^ important charaeti^. Theae can never be 
evaded; they eidst in the natitre of society^ tfiid came 
fitirwai^ on every occasion of social action. Like dis- 
eases of the joints^ we eannot move wi&liift feeling 
them. Such questions force themselves upon our. no- 
tice; there is ndtber wisdom^ nor pnidaice^ mht policy 
in deelihing the discussion; nor is thew either rash- 
ness or foHy in meeting it. And yet I bdieve^ that of 
all others, these are the subjects mo»t rardy eiumkied 
with candour and impartiality; 

Very few men ever iliake it an Inquiry^ whediei* this 
constitution and structure of their own ehurdids be 
iK^riptural or otherwise. Each is trained JUp in; the 
unwavering assuram^e^ that his ehttreh is as purely 
constituted as church can be : he may be candid enough 
to admits that defects in administration ixi^ but 
these^ he wiH say, are incident to all human tUngft; 
The theory, however, he insists- is exceUent Naf 
are we much to wonder at this oeisurrenee in the hia- 
tory'of man. All men are naturally, and amiaUy^ 
inclined to look back to their ancestors with venera- 
tion; and to esteem them perfect models of wisdom, 
piety and virtue. Christians, of aH denominations, 
look up to their fdundera as unparalleled men;- and 
produce the constitutions of their respective churches, 
as the noblest works of the most skilful artists. If thia 
be a weakness, it is at least an amiable one; and I am 
ready to admit, in general -terms, that a disposition to* 
criticise, and innovate on existing institutions, is about 
m equivocal a proof of wisdom> as it is of humility. 

There is, however, another profile* of this subject, 
wtme fetttnns are broi^ht inte view^ which excite 
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^sions iiM»re llosttle to the correctaess of our judg^ 
ment^ than thoise which originate in filial partiality* 
Most sei^ts in /the christian church have been perseeo* 
ted by some others. Each one of them nnunbers its con^ 
fessors and matHyrs r the names of their most wise and 
pious men^ are associated with their persecution and 
martyrdom; we cannot get a view of tlieir virtues^. un^ 
kss we look at them okthed in garments rolled in 
Uood» >Widi the names of such men^we associate 
those of thdir perseeutors; the tyrant and his victim 
enter the mind together; the patience^ faitb and foni- 
tttte ei the martyr^ and the^ pride, perfidy and erueity 
of his murderers^ ai^ $o blended, like lig^t and shade 
in the same picture^ tliat we take in the whole at a 
glaooe; and our aensations are a ipixture of approba- 
tiooand horror* 

From, tjie opposite circuiiistances which have been' 
mevtUmedir a double effect proceeds; namely, that we 
are iri*eGEtstibly led to form an extravagant ojnnion of 
the purity and excellence of our own religious denom* 
ippation« and ascribe to its formularies a degree of worth 
and efficacy, which belongs to nothing human. On the 
Hither hand we view some denominations ^ith a jauo- 
dioed eye ; and though we may possess too muoh integ^ 
rity to misrepresent things, we are under the influence 
of prejudices, which unfit us for judging with absolute 
precision, I trust, that these views of this interestii^ 
9ubject, wiH be thought as correct as they are candid: 
imd if so, I hope they wiH be admitted as a mitigating 
apology, for some es^travagancies, which could not 
otherwise be accounted for, without an impeachment of 
our understanding, or of our honesty. I allude to 
thosi^ extravagant ^nQomiums, whi^ almost erory 
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nuaister of the gosfwl is ready to pronounce on bis 
crwn cbtii^^b^ . smd the nnreserved severity with whicb 
dome of tbem animadvert on the defects of other 
^churches. 

The conation of the varioos sects and parties among 
ehristiansy is gradually and rapidly meliorating in 
respect to mutual candour and justice in the judgmepits 
WUdi they form of each other; and in respect to tlie 
liberal spirit 4»fco-opeilating to pronH>te their common 
Christianity. Mtsaiiraary and Bible societies, and other 
associations for adviaiicing the general interest of reli* 
gimi, have happily called off the attenti<m of men from 
miniite peculiarities; for when great > things engine us, 
little things are forgotten ; and the same, spirit which 
teaches^ us to {mac the virtues of others, renders us 
gentle censurers of their defects, and tolerant of their 
infirmities. 

The circumstances of the times, seem favourable to 
ecclesiastical reformation; and it will hardly be dis* 
puted, that instead of different parties officiously and 
offensively ;sttempting to demonstrate each other's 
defects, it would be more conducive to improvement, 
if eadi were to engage heartily in the cause of self- 
reformation. The character of the reformation at pre- 
sent required, .merits serious deliberation. I conceive 
that it cannot consist in new forms and enactments; 
but rather in suffering a great part of those, already in 
existence to. fall into disuse and oblivion. All the 
churches #re already bound fa^ in chains pf their 
own forging. . Thiey can hardly set forward in any 
measure of duty, without being met with some tech- . 
nical regulation which renders thei^ , stationary ; and 
compels them, to, engage cmce more |n the sU*ife and 
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MNitradietiM of legbbtion^ in order fo exchange «i 
^ fetter for a new. Why should any man think 
himself obfiged to go and petitioa a law tsntk an eede^ 
siastical court to permit him to do^ what the BiMe ooiii«' 
mands as a doty, or why should he be deterred fipom 
performing asy duty, by an opposing regulation of faia 
church? A sanctity and an importance have been 
eonceded to human regulations in the Church of God, 
fo which they are not entitled. Let us cea^e from doing 
too^mueh. The sage of the last generation, who, when- 
he ascended, carried his mantle al<mg witi^ htm, has 
kit us among other maxims of immortal wisdom, the 
following: ^^The only safe reformation, perhaj^ indeed 
the only reformation, consists in ceasing to do evil/^ 

Among the consequences which flow from our un«- 
happy . sehiuns, and want of co-operation; there is 
one of such magnitude and of such oppressive influence, 
thatit is seen, felt, and acknowledged by all parties. 
If the American churches, were aH one in matters of 
form ; I would even then question the necessity, doubt 
the utility, and dread the consequeJfeesf^f subjecting 
the whole to the supremacy of a single council. But 
what must we think, when we see several distinct sects 
extending their dominion over this immense country, 
and organizing so many ecclesiastical sovereignities, 
each co-extensive with the United States. Each of 
these organizations, i§ maintained at an expense, which 
ought nearly to suffice for the whole. All complain 
that their ministers are exhausted by endless jqurnies ; 
that the public resources are incapable of meeting 
public expenses; that congregations must be robbed 
of the public ordinances for a great part of the year, 
or the eceksiastieai courts of discipline be insuA* 



€&f ntly attMded; and yet eadi aec^ peraereres in tke 
di:eam of universal monarchy. It nay be qneationed 
whether any effiekoit m truly valuable eeelesiastical 
organization^ ean be fbraied on a basis much larger than 
Hiat of a single. state* Man is too local and limited a 
weature^ to attempt ubiquitariim aiterpiise* 

But I merely propose this subject to your consider- 
ations it does not seem that Gbd has yet given to any one 
wisdom sufficient for its decision. An immense poli- 
tkalbody under a single head; whkh watehes over^ 
riegulates^ and hartoonizea the whole^ is an object which 
has in aU ages en<^ianted the human imi^nation. It 
is the same vision^ whethe^ it be dreamed in the church 
or in the state. It was £rst displayed in all its glory 
at Babel; and Grod in his wisdom thought proper .to 
jkifeatit? operation at that time. The Nimrods^ the 
Nebuchadnezzars^ the Cyruses^- the Alexanders^ ^the 
Ce^ars^ the Charlemagnes^ and Napoleons^ of their 
respective ages^ have all laboured to realise the same 
eaehantment. The church too has been buHdiiig her 
Babefau The patriarch of Constantinople attempted 
the object in the east; and the patriarch of Rome car- 
ried it to a prodi^ous heighth in the west of Europe. 
But God in his mercy, confounded all their designs. 
The idea of a church commensurate with the territc^rial 
eiLtent of the United States, is the same dream, only 
not so well dreamed, as it had often been dreamed 
before. Happily .for mankind, it can never be realised. 
How could a few ecclesiastical officers collected from 
all quarters, regulate the ^^oncems of one of these v^st 
ecplesiastieal republics, during a session of a few 
weeks, held once a year, or once in two or three 
years? What could such a council know of the con* 
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dition of tfieif commimity? What cdUld th€y do t0 
provide for the common good of the whole? The 
natural growth of society, must soon put it out of the 
power of any such courts to do more than assemble^ 
inquire into the general progress of religion^ and 
mingle their prayers at the throne of grace^ for the 
prosperity of the Redeemer's kingdom. All attempts 
at efficient regulation^ must in all such bodies be shtot*' 
ly given up as fruitless and impossible. Men must 
localise their exertions, and expend their strength 
where it can produce effect. But on this subjeet^ 
enough has been said, perhaps too niuch. 

5. The fifth duty which I conceive to be incum-^ 
bent on ministers of the gospel at present, is earnestly 
to press upon their congregations, the obligation under 
which they lie, to provide without delay, from among 
their sons, a plentiful supply of preachers of the gospel. 
This is rather a new subject, and rarely touched in the 
pulpit. The people in general do not seem to know, 
that they are under any obligation, to provide . minis* 
ters to conduct their sons and daughters to everlasting^ 
glory; and h^nce it is that they enjoy tolerable con- 
tentment, at least, they seem to be free from any sus- 
picion of guiltiness, while they must be certain, that 
the increase of gospel ministers does not bear a due 
proportion to the natural increase of society. That 
this is the case, I have never heard disputed; and can 
it be, that a christianized land is doing her duty, when 
she is condemning a large portion of her sons and 
daughters to inevitable heathenism? There must be 
some infatuation on this subject, or perhaps^ a host of 
infatuations; I shall mention what I suspect to be some 
of them- 
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It is no doubt a very common delusion, that as a call 
to the gospel ministry, in order to be legitimate, must 
<;ome from Ood, human means to multiply the number 
of ministers are unnecessary or improper. This, 
however, is an extremely erroneous view of divine 
agency; as it would set aside human means entirely.. 
The conversion of a sinner, is a sovereign act of divine 
grace; but who would from thence conclude, that the 
preaching of the gospel is unnecessary. Sinners must 
not be let alone, till it shall please God to call them by 
his grace; the gospel must be preached to ^them, they 
must be called, urged, commanded to repent and turn 
unto God. Win any one allege, that as many sinners 
would be converted' without the use of the means, as in 
their use? 

Christian societies, who are enjoying the blessed 
consolations of the gospel ministry, ought distinctly to 
know, that they are under imperative obligations to 
repay to God the gift which he has bestowed upon 
them. They must not be tolerated in the notion, that 
merely to support the gospel among themselves, will 
acquit their obligations. There is something awful in 
the pr(^nostics of churches which have enjoyed minis- 
ters and produced none ; they are in debt both to God 
and to man; and should be afraid least he quench 
these lights, which never Tiave lighted up a fresh lamp 
for those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. Will any one say, what can we do? We can- 
not inclifie the hearts of our children to become minis* 
ters i)f the gOspel, and it would be improper to con- 
strain their inclinations, apd to force them into an office 
in which the want of a willing mind would render 
them worse than useless* This is ajj true. But have you 
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forgotten the efficacy of prayer? Have you forgotten 
the Uessiiig of God upon means faithfully employed to 
promote his glory? Do you not kiaowthe influence he 
has allowed you at his throne of grace in behalf of 
your children? He has allowed you to pray your 
children into his covenant^ into his favour^ into the 
heavenly inheritance; and how do you know^ but he 
will also indulge* you in praying some of them into- the 
service of his Son in the gospel ministry. " Remember 
Abraham^ who^ when the promise of Isaac was renew- 
ed to him^ long after the birth of Ishmael^ not willing 
that the -son whom he had^ should be without a blessing; 
exclaimed^ "0 that Ishmael might live before thee,^ 
God repeats his promise^ and adds; ^^And as for 
Ishmael I have heard thee : behold I have blessed hiin^ 
and will make him fruitful and will multiply him ex- 
ceedingly : twelve princes shall he beget, and I will 
make him a great nation.'^ , Remember Hannah, who 
askeda i^on of the Lord, and when she had obtained 
him, devoted him to the service of the Lord, charging 
herself with the expense of his clothing ; and the Lord 
accepted the gift, and made him the prophet and judge 
of Israeli If inquiry be made* it will be found how 
large a number of ministers have been prayed into pul- 
pits by pious parents. Ministers of the gospel are 
generally the sons of ministers, or of elders, or of other 
respectable christians; who thought it a high honour 
to furnish the Lord with a servant in the gospel of his 
sen; and who, in many instances, have borne hard 
upon the kmily resources, to qualify the instrument for 
his station. This source of supply always has been 
the grand dependance of the church, in regard to thfe 
permanencfy of her ministry. Other sources are 
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fitcMity^ and precarious^ and beyond the limita of rea- 
sonable calculation; even if they were^ in all other re- 
spects^ as desirable as this* 

We need not look for a supply of gospel ministers 
from the families of worldly minded men; even chris- 
tian converts from among them are few ; and for ob- 
vious reasons^ extremely few of these can ever aspire 
to the pul{Ht It would be to forego all the benefit -df 
experience, to look either to what are called the higher 
or the lower classes of society, among professed chris- 
tians for much effeqtual aid. The fascinations of 
political power, the ambition of social distinction, and 
a desire to mingle with the profession of reli^n a coor 
siderable indulgence of what are called the innocent 
amusements of life, will induce the sons of wealthy 
fathers to engage in other pursuits, more * congenial to 
their fSeelings than the restraint and labour of minisu 
terial character. From persons in a very low coudi-' 
tion little can be expected; both because, that in their 
circumstance, time and means are wanting to- procure 
the requisite measure of mental cultivation and . learn- 
ing; and because, that even if the hand of charity 
were to procure for them the requisite leisure and ii^ 
struction, it would be impossible, in our state of society^ 
to produce that independence and elevation of spirit^ 
which are as indispensible to the .ministerid character^ 
as modesty and humility. Society cannot be managed 
at present upon the same principles, as in the times 
when the severity of monastic discipline levelled all 
distinctions, and produced an entirely new character^ 
the excellence of which was measured by its exact con* ' 
formity with the rules of the order. Upon no princi* 
pie can the church of God be supplied with ministers 
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at piiesent^ but those which regulate the ehoiee of ^ro* 
fession in other departments of society* 

For placing this office in its just lights it must be 
stripped of many extravagant prejudices eonceltdng 
its difficulties and miseries; and its real ple^lsures and 
enjoyments must be displayed^ as attractives to induce 
pious and ii^nious minds, animated with the love of 
God, and a desire of being useful to mankind, to give 
this office a preference to others; which although 
they tnay flare upon the carnal eye with a more 
dazzling splendor, are infinitely inferior in real en- 
joyment. There is no danger of tempting worldly 
minds into this office, by a disj^ay of its real advan- 
tages; for these are of a class and character, which 
such persons will neither comprehend nor relish; 
whilst the repulsive considerations strike their imagi- 
nation and senses at once, and are the best preventives 
against their intrusion^ The circumstances in the lot 
of a clergyman, which are most discouraging to those, 
who are directing their views tQwards the sabred of- 
fice, may, I think, be arranged under the following 
particulars; the poverty, reproach, and contempt to 
which a minister of the gospel is exposed; and the 
intrinsic difficulty af his work ; I shall endeavour to 
treat these subjects fairly, but briefly; and then display 
the advant^es which this office possesses beyofid any 
other known among men. 

1. The ministerial office certainly dees require the 
renunciation of this world; he who chuses it, weds 
poverty; and must never expect any thing as the na- 
tive result and reward of his labours, beyond a narrow 
and scanty competence of the good thingfk of this life. 
He who is not willing to accept the omoe on these 
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terms^ oi^i to let it alone. The commissioii whidi our 
Lord gate his apostles, runs thus, f^Gro— ^and as ye go, 
preach, daying. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Heal, the sick^ cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out devils : freely ye have received, freely give. 
Provide neither gold, nor silver, nw brass in your 
purses : nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, 
neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is 
worthy of his meat.'^* 

Ministers of the gospel are the servants of the Son 
at God, and must depend «n the providence of their 
master for their daily bread. And so sure a trust 
was that providence for the suj^ly of their wants; 
that on their return, he thus appealed to them; ^^Whea 
I sent you without purse^ and scrip, and shoes, lacked 
ye any thing? And they said, Nodiing.^'f I strongly 
suspect, that poverty is a necessary miniMierial qualifi- 
cation. When I read, that ^^We have not an hig^ 
priest which cannot be touched with the feding of our 
infirmities! but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us, therefore, come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help us in time of need.'^j: When 
I thus read^ that one of the reasons why God exposed 
his own Son to all human aflUctions, and among the 
rest to poverty, was, that he might be a sympathising 
high priest; capable of pleading the cause of the 
wretched at the throne of grace with kindred feeling; 
I can scarcely doubt, that the reason why he has con- 
demned his ministers to poverty is, that as they are to 
pi:each the gospel to the poorj^ they may be sympathi- 
sing pastors, well knowing the heart of a poor man, be- 

* Matt, X. e-^iO. t Lnke xxiu 9Si | Heb. i?. 15, iS. 
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eause they are poor themselves* Gkrious poverty! 
For these poor mea make many rich. Christiaa 
p^r^ts should distinctly understand, that if they de- 
vote their children to the service of God. in the gospel, 
they must devote them to poverty; otherwise God 
aocepteth not the gift. And young men, who may be 
thinking of devoting themselves to the altar, should be 
fully apprised of this circumstance ; because if they are 
looking after wealth and honours, the Lord accepteth 
them not! He hath, no need of them! Is this a dis- 
couragement? To a mind well prepared, it is the 
highest excitement. A spirit touched with the celes- 
tial fire, glows at the thought; and exclaims, if to 
qualify me to advance the glory of my Redeemser, in 
promoting the salvation of my perishing brethren, it 
be necessary, that I should drink the bitte^r cup of 
poverty-^ Amen! The cup of my earthly soctows will 
be the cup of my heavenly joys — Let me have it. 

Be it remembered, however, that this is doctrine for 
ministers, and must never be so far wrested and per- 
verted, as to furnish any apology or excuse for those, 
who by withholding what they could well spare, break 
down their ministers' spirits by needless privations, or 
force them for a living to divert to secular pursuits, 
talents which God created, and consecrated to the 
service of his church. Poor rich men, they are the 
objects of pity not of envy! But ministers of the gos- 
pel ought to know, and those who would become minis* 
ters should be informed, that this self-devotion to 
poverty, is on their pa^t a duty. They should know, 
that they must be ready to be conformed to their Lord 
in the fellowship of his sufferings? if they would parti- 
cipate in the power of his resurrection. 
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2. The second evil ia the ministerial lot^ is the 
reproach to which ministerial character is inevitably 
exposed. I do not mean reproaches which are justly 
merited^ for if any suffer as an evil doer he hath no 
reward. I mean reptoaches which no innocence can 
prevent, nor pruden<je evade, nor dexterity parry; 
reproaches provoked by his faithfulness, augmented 
by his zeal, and enituttered by his persevering en- 
deavours to save his persecutors from perdition. In 
some ag^ the cup of blood has been put into ministers' 
hands ; but in all ag^s reproach will try to break their 
hearts. ~ 

This evil howevet' is most severely painful in the 
outset of a minister's career. When a young man 
leaves the domestic nrcle, where he was cherished so 
delicately; and the society of his fathers in the gospel^ 
were every attention paid him^ was received as an 
honour; and finds himself cheered with public ap- 
plause to a degree which is seldom merited, and never 
safe; his feelings are apt to be wound up to an extra- 
ordinary ^itch of s^nsibiKty. And if an aged minister 
were to suggest to him that this noise of praise will 
soon die away; and that the luwannahs of to-day, are 
only the harbingers of the reproaches of to-morrow; 
he might be tempted to suspect, that his hoary mentor 
was envious of his popularity. But e}$:perience preaches 
a wisdom which will be listened to from no other lips. 
When he be^ns to hear doctrine imputed to him which 
he never taught, designs attributed to him, which he 
never entertained; a flash of wit ascribed to an un- 
sanctified heart; an ironical repartee repeated as his 
fixed principle; an imprudence magnified into a serious 
crime : when he finds that his person, gait, gesture, 
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dress^ are all submitted to the dissecting knife of mer* 
ciless criticism; to say nothing of insinuations far more 
serious than any thing which has been mentioned; 
then he will be thrown into such paroxisms of feelings 
that all his grace shall scarcely be sufficient to render 
him continent of wrath. A few years of such disci^- 
pline will however cure him effeetually of his dream^ 
that the reproach of the cross of Christ has ceased. 

When the young officer appeals upon parade, with 
his cloth brushed, ^is epaulets imtamished, and his 
weapons shining; he is delicately alive to the elegance 
of his appearance, and dreads a speck above the 
ancle. But when he comes to the endless marches and 
long battles; and finds himself corered with mud and 
dirt all over; he feels that he has spmethiitg else at 
stake than the honour of his regimentals; and is so 
deeply interested in the temper of his sword, that he 
never thinks of its polish. When the famous Whitfield 
was condoled with upon the aspersions unjustly cast 
upon his good name, he exclaimed— ^^O niy good name! 
Thank God that is gone long ago, and now I have 
nothing to attend to but a good conscience.'' 

If any man is ambitious of an unblemished fame, 
let him choose a private station, and mind his own af- 
fairs; let him pay his debts, and exact his dues, and 
take good care of himself, for saith the tongue of in- 
8{nration, ^*Men will praise thee when thou doest well 
to thyself."* ' But what, I pray you, can the man ex- 
pect, (if he posesses common sense,) who undertakes 
to instruct the ignorance, combat the prejudices, refute 
the sophistries, reprove the sins, regulate the manners^ 
control the consciences; to revolutionise, and new 

• Psal, xlix. 18. 



Wk^l th€ opintohfty hbp^9 fears^ fileasure^^ pains, 
^ooduct^ cS a Tiace like otirs, prpne to iniquity as the 
8]parks are to l^y upwards. Indeed he who becomes 
a minister of the gospel^ gives his name to reproach, 
and becomes a martry by profession. It is not only 
the Philistines that will be upon him, but his mother's 
ehildren will often be angry with him, dnd that for 
doing his duty. ^^Wo unto you,^' saith our Lord, 
^when all men shall speak well of you, for so did their 
fathers to the false prophets.*'* Wo unto you, your 
popularity is that of false prophetd; your good name 
is the purchase of unfaithfulness; men praise you, be^ 
eause. you indulge them in their career of self-des*^ 
truction. Again the same divine lips have said^ 
^^Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and perse- 
Cute you, and shall say all manner df evil against you 
fahely, for my sake. Rejoice and* be exceeding gladt 
fbr great is your reward in heaven : for so persecuted 
fliey the prophets which were before you.^'f 

I shall not make a separate article of the coti^ 
tempt, with which the ministers of the gospel are 
supposed to be viewed in the world; because I am 
persuaded, that such a feeling towards them is rather 
apparent tfcan real. Men can afford to treat a feeble 
opponent with contempt, because they know he can do 
them no harm ; but a powerful enemy excites a far 
different sort of feeling. John Knox was a little, sickly, 
old minister of the gospel; and yet the queen of 
Scotland declared, that she was more afraid of his 
* prayers, than of ten thousand armed men. This 
may serve as a specimen of the worid's contempt of 
such characters. * 

• Lake Ti. S6. f Mat r. 11—12. 
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3. The third discouragemetit to undertake the mift- 
isterial office, is fat* more formidable than any that I 
have mentioned, and has much more weight with con- 
scientious minds ; it is the awful importance, difficulty^ 
and responsibility of the work. 

Tl)e thoughtless part of mankind form a very dif- 
ferent opinion on this subject. They consider the 
ministerial office as an easy and elegant avocation* 
To their eye the gospel minister is a polite scholar, 
who regales his leisure with the fruits and flowers of 
ancient and modern genius; who has but lit'tle to dp, 
and nothing to disturb his repose; who can compose 
and recite a tasteful and eloquent composition; and has 
much time to bestow upoathe blandishments of cheer* 
ful social intercourse. . 

I should be very sorry to suppose, that any minister 
of the gospel, in this house, should entertain such an 
opinion of his situation* I,iun as sure as the c^e 
admits, that you do not* O! what a station have we 
ventured to accept! To be placed over some hundreds 
of souls, with this charge^ If thou lettest this man 
perish through thy neglect, thy life shall go for his 
life; to be obliged, by official duty, to speak every 
word to the church of God under path, wiA the pen- 
alty of perjury before our eyes; to be under bounden 
duty, to know that cyery doctrine which we utter to 
the church, is true; to waste our days, our nights, 
and to consume our animal nature, and weary out our 
intellectual nature, to learn and know the truth of 
God; to be instant in season and out of season; and* 
to see that no soul shall perish through our ne^i- 
gence! It is an awful station. And then, when one 
of your flock dies, without having exhibited good 
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grounds of hope to think that be fell asleep in the Lord ; 
to caO to remembrance that you have not conversed 
with him for a long time ; or that you have been in 
his company withput directing his thoughts to the 
great salvation ; only so much as to fear that you have 
not prayed fair him with due zeal and etunestness — 
such are the considerations which drink up the spirits 
of the gospel minister; and which more truly^ and 
more philosophically^ account for the distresses and 
dejections of that class of men, than the vulgar insin- 
uations of indolence and hypocondria. 

An apostle in pondering the awful results of the 
gospel ministry, exclaims — ^Who is sufficient for these 
things!^' And indeed no man would at all be sufficient 
for them, Were it not for that aid of the Holy Spirit 
which the Son of God bestows upon all his minltsters. 
Lo, I am with you always unto the end of the world, is 
the promise with which ha has sealed the ministerial 
commission. 

Without, however, saying any thing more of disad- 
vantages, each of which is, in its own nature, connect- 
ed with more than compensating advantages; let us 
turn our attention to the intrinsic excellence of the 
ministerial office; to the employments which it pre- 
scribes; the pleasures which it affords; the hopes 
which it inspires ; and the specific and abundant re- 
wards, which our graeious and just God has promised, 
and will in righteousness bestow upon all those, who 
discharge the duties of this office with industry and 
fidelity. 

If a man of inquisitive mind, desirous of devoting 
his talents to the acquisition of knowledge and wisdom, 
were to search among all the objects which are within 
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fhe reach of the human understanding, for thoeo^whidli 
^*e the noblest; he would undoubtedly A^d th^m nd 
wh^re else^ than in that departnient of human knowl*? 
eilge^ whidi appropriates to itself the offidal studies 
pf the gospel minister. I am above tlie sieanness of 
representing any sort of knowledge as worthless and 
ilisignificant; and the subject which I treat is too rich 
In native dignity^ to admits that any object of humaa 
thou«rht should be sunk in our estimation^in order that 
itself should seem important. It is in a tlair scale that 
this,^ubject will always preponderate most. The sub^ 
jeets which habitually engage the xionsideration of 
preachers are these; Jehovah and his perfections dia* 
played in the works of creation and providenee; human 
nature in the whole extent of its powers speculative and 
motive; the relations of mankind; the nature of virtue 
and vice^ rewards and punishments; the nature of trud 
happiness and t])e me^ns of attaining it; the origin of 
sin and misery^ and the means of removing ttiem; and 
a future state of rewards and punishments. In pur* 
suing his inquiries into these subjects, the gospel min^ 
ister is not left to wavering conjectures, or to dep^n-r 
dance on the treacherous support of human authorityi 
it has pleased God to communicate to him a text book,, 
^ont^ining the elemental principles of the subjecta 
which have been mentioned, apd illust|*ating the 
proper modes of ipvestigation, by numerous examples^ 
This i9 tlie book which we call the Bible, or sacred 
scripture^. Every one must perceive then, that while 
the minister of the gospel studies the noblest branch of 
huQ)an knowledge, he is favoured with unparalleled 
advantages to facilitate his investigations. Qe haa 
^ divine guide. }Ie^ ^ereforie^ may, in the exef4;»se of 
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4hie cafidaivr and indHstiy^ attani 4o infafliMe ccrtiintj: 
OB aU subjects of prime importaBce. Wliet ta{»e8 can 
be more iaviti&g to a man^ attached to 9tiidSou9 pur- 
suits, tlian to examtn^i the arguments which prove the 
divine ori^n of the htAj scriptures; and to ascertain 
their meanii^^ to apply his discoveries to promote 
the virtue, peace, and hapj^ness of oian; to tranquilize 
and purify every human heart; to establish love and 
harmony in society; to free life of its bitterness, to 
disarm death of its horrors; and to render the assured 
hope of happiness in a future life, the guardian of hu- 
«l^]i happiness, and the chief source of consolation in the 
lijfb which we now enjoy* No candid and competent 
judge will pretend that there is within the reach of hu^ 
man understanding, any studies at all comparable to 
those which are appropriate to the gospel minister, 
whether in regard to dignity, or pleasure, or utility. 
The life devoted to such pursuits, cannot be thought an 
e;Ki8tence dragged out in mean and miserable drudgery. 
Tliere is one branch of the ministerial office which^ 
though a<ticompanied with acknowledged and great 
difficulties, is at the same time productive of a' fund 
of such satisfactions, as would alone be capable of 
balancing all the evils of the profession; I mean th^ 
public preaching of the gospel. It is impossible to 
conceive a situation, which should afford to man a fuller 
«xer<sise and enjoyment of all the faculties, with which 
God has endowed human nature, than that which the 
pulpit furnishes to the minister of the gospel. His 
theme is the grcmdest and most interesting^ that can 
be conceived; at once ndble and enno^ing; one which 
not only gives scope to genius, but which inspires it; 
ai|d suataiiis and elevates it in its towering darings. 
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A theme which involyes the highest interests^ and 
tenderest hopes^ and « final destinies of every human 
being; which binds together the orator and the au- 
dience in a common fate ; exacting that he shall de- 
clare^ and they receive the doctrine of eternal life, al 
the common peril of their souls. If any where on 
earth a puUic orator can bring into operation the ut-* 
most efforts of his genius, and the whole resources 
of his learning ; can indulge his imagination in every 
Intimate exertion of its creative and embellishing 
energies, . it is in the pulpit; where, besides, all the 
sensibilities of the soul naturally infuse themselves 
into the theme of discussion, and produce incessant 
bursts of every species of moral pathos. Is there 
no felicity in such employment, to tempt a generous 
mind to solicit it as the business of life, from the mer- 
ciful giver of all that is good. Nor let it be sup- 
posed that the sacredness of ministerial office, dimiidshe^ 
in the slightest degree the enjoyments connected with 
the exercise of its functions. The very reverse is 
the fact. Is it possible that the understanding should 
ever exert' itself with greater satisfaction, than when 
elevated above the necessity of quirk and sophistry, 
it proclaims, detaonstrates, and defends the doctrines 
of infallible truth? Can any orator plead with greater 
ardpr, than he who is persimded, that he is plead- 
ing the cause of the God who made him* and redeemed 
him? Can any thing inspire greater zeal than a con* 
sciousness, that a man is not pleading for the pro- 
perty, lifej or liberty of his fellow l)eings ; but for thfc 
eternal salvation of their souls and bodies, for theit 
deliverance from endless degradation and torment; 
and to secure to them ^ory, honour, and iamortality? 
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IVUl his energy be any thing abated by the cUmscious- 
ness^ that his own soul is at stake equally with those 
of his auditors ? And in what respect clin his efforts^ or 
his pleasure in tt&akiiig them^ be impaired by that pul- 
pit inspiration which is poured out from on high up(te 
every preacher of the gospel? All" these questions 
carry their answer along with them. • Indeed it will 
<t>e found that whatever a gospel minister may be else- 
where^ he is more than himself in the pulpit 

But my brethren^ let me direct your attention to the 
more unsighUy and ungainly details of ministerial la- 
bour. There are circumstances in a minister's voca- 
tio% which wear to the eye of common observatibn 
the appearance of mere toil and drudgery^ but which 
famish him with one of the fruitful sources of his 
satisfactions. Not every thing which excites painful 
sympathy^ or temporary distress of feelings is ulti- 
mately detrimental to human happiness. The sym- 
pathetic sorrows of our social nature^ are the elements 
of some of our most sacred virtues^ and the unques- 
tionable origin of many of our purest pleasures. The 
minister of the gospel is placed in circumstances^ 
where he is not obliged to seek in the fictions of tra- 
gedy, for the lovely joy of tears. The tragedy of 
real life^ the daily catastrophes in the fortunes of his 
cotemporaries^ furnish him with abundant occasions of 
painful feelings where the distress of sympathy is soon 
swallowed up in the delightful sensations of active be- 
nevolence. The minister of the' gospel is by office^ 
the widow's husband^ and the orphan's father; he is 
eyes to the blind and legs to the lame; the cause 
whieh he knows not he searches out; and the bless- 
ings of many who were ready to perish come upon him. 



The poor solicit hb relief^ the uafrietid^^ hifl ^troU^ 
ftge^ the oppressed his protection* He is faimillar with 
the objects of woe j his invitationB are to scenes of duf* 
feringy to Camilies in. affliction^ to the beds ci agony 
and of death. The wouaded conscience poors out its 
agomes into his bosom ; and aWtfits with supplicating 
eye^ his consoling interposition. Even in that whieh is 
the moat painful of all his duties^ rebuking the (fisof^ei^ 
ly, and restraining the head-strong; though he inttst 
count ou sometimes meeting with audacioilsness and slan- 
der^ he on otlier occasions experiences thfe purest aii4 
most exalted of all joys, that of seeing a sinner turned 
from the evil of his ways, which is the joy of the angebr 
in heaven. This particular view of ministerial charac^ 
ter, I conceive highly interesting, because in this in^* 
stance they are most nearly assimilated to their God 
and Redeemer, who is never so precious to mankind 
as in the hour of their calaipity. Let the world forget 
me in their prosperity, provided they think upon me 
in the evil days when distress and dismay are upon 
them. 

And to close this subject, my brethren, let me con<» 
elude with a paradox,. I consider the ministerial ojfice 
a desirable object, on account of the affection^ esteem, 
respect, and influence, which it meets with among 
mankind. If this be a paradoxical declaration^ the 
paradox lies in the phraseology, which was not adopts 
ed, however, for the purpose of catching attention by 
surprise, but because it was the native expression of my 
thoughts. After all that men have said on the other 
side of the question, and said with truth ; I cannot but 
think that ministers of the gospel enjoy as large a por* 
tion of respect, and have a much lai^gi^ portion of affec-^ 
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tion bestowed on them than any other description of 
men in society. That ministerial character is gene^- 
rally respected by society, I have never yet seen rea- 
son to question. It may indeed be alleged that from 
mere men of the world, this respect is altogether hy- 
pocritical : though I cannot persuade myself that the 
allegation is universally correct ; yet admitting it to 
be so to any extent you please, I woi^ld ask is not this 
precisely the species of regard which worldlings, usu- 
ally exchange among themselves. Do they not pay 
hypocritical visits, exchange hypocritical courtesies, 
pass hypocritical compliments among each other, with- 
out an atom of real mutual esteem. Nothing is more 
customary among such men, than to prepare sumptu- 
ous dinners, and splendid balls and amusements, for 
persons, whom they hold in no manner of considera- 
tion* In fact, among them^ demonstrations of respect 
are rarely paid to the man, but to the rank which he 
holds in society; and of consequence every social 
honour, which they pay to ministers of the gospel, is 
a public recognition of the respectability of their pro- 
fession in the social ranks. ^ 

But passing this over^ as a matter of inferior con- 
cern, I bring into notice an object of genuine sancti- 
fied ambition, in the influence which the ministers of 
th^ gospel exercise upon the whole of society. So 
visible and undeniable is thi? influence, that the gene- 
ral cry both within the church and without, is that it 
is too great. For this influence, however, ministers are 
Bot indebted to mankind at all ; it is neither conceded 
by worldlings through courtesy,, nor conferred by 
the pious for promoting the progress of religion. It 
is the gift of the Sovereign who invested them with 
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